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To His much Honoured 
Aad 


Dearly Beloved, 


MIOHN GOODVVIN> 
And the Brethren of his Society. 


Here have now | pg Beloved) 
ſeveral yeares paſſed over onr heads, 
fiuce I firit obtained that good oprmion 
from yow,as to be admitted into your So 
Ciety. Aud ſure I am] not flatter 
7 « of you 'n achnewledging, that if I have 
net in all this time improved my Spiri- 
| tual eftate very much , it #« not becauſe 
A I have not bad opportunity ſo to doe, but becauſe I have not 
0 had an heart fully to improve this op ty, And how ever 
mine own dulveſſ and indi {win = obflrutted 
much of that increaſe which was (a 1 beleeve) in 
tended me on your part, yet this I mult acknowledge to the 
praiſe of that rich and abundant grace of God that hath 
witered it ſelfe anung you, and hath been declared by you, 

that your love, diligence, faithfulneſſe, and zcale, and the * 
ace of God in them, bave made ſuch impreſſions upon me, as 
- — ntry dunegh 3 I dewbt not but you will) ſtand 

cr F: _ ts me 5, 

s for thoſe Chriftian reſpetts I have received from you, 
they have fo much nnd; what 1 conld well h , as 
A 3 that 


th Tl | " . . T « , 
ther Figs roy once x7 remphation ns tha 


wjes, whereby th#\ bond of my wliew with jou conidl br 


And yt ſo tt is ( Beloved, ar ye well know,) that ſome ap« 
prehenſions and impreſſians of conſcience- in me, have cauſed 
me in ſome things to differ from the moſt of you, and have 
occaſioned ſome alteration in ” fermer prattiſe and conver- 
ſation with you ; yet not without long conſideration, and ſome 
conſultation firft had with any of in order to my (atw- 
fathion in that wherein I doe &. But 1 truſt 4 the 


conſciences of thoſe who brow C ] temper, will be 
- to wh br with me, hs % erin on does 
not proceed 6G o6s T7507 Tee 75 7; a, ay love is 
truth as appreben me ;"my inclination orherwiſe ffrengly 
carrying me ts 4 compliance with all men, how mugh more 
with you, when ir may be without a breach making npen the 
peace of my conſcience. 

But fonce 1 bave taken the liberty to diſſent from you,beth 
in opinion and pratice as to ſome things ;, I contd not but bold 
wy ſelfe obliged, to give you an acconnt of ſome of the grounds 
pon which I have done it ; which that I might por 
better terms then otherwiſe [ had convenient opportunity 10 
doe,l bave made this publick, addreſſe to you 4s your ſee, : 

And in as much as my intention herein, next 'wno the ſer 
vice of the truth it ſelf, to ſerve you; my hoye «, that you 
will as ſeriouſly and impartially intend weigh the import 
of the matter preſented to your view, as I have with ſincere 
r:ſþett unto your benefit prepared it, 

It is like the inconſiderableneſſe of the author, and the 
tor improbability, that 'one far inferior in parts, and gifes, 


ſhould fee further, and diſcerne more in things of this nature, 


thrn thoſe that mwch tranſcend him, will be a great LeMpta- 
1i0n upon you, if not wholly to ne lett and deſpiſe this piece 

of diſcourſe, yet to think it unworthy your ſerious thoughts, 
But I know, you know how to relevve your ſelves againſt 
thu temptation, conſidering that it uu no new thing for God, 
ous 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory 
out of the mouth of & bes 2nd fucklings to ordain Frenprh, . 
a1 well as out of 4he months of Srenger men : nor for dim tg 
put of hu trenſure #w19 earthen week veſſels, that the exctlen- 
cy of its power might be the better knowne to be of God : 
mor is if ay rh ng wore then ordinary, for him to fubreft the 
firenger to ſnpplics ſrommrbe weaker in ſome things; fo that 
the head ſhall have no <avule to fay unto the feet. I have no 
need of you. Beſides, barks nor rhe wndne atwiring of the 
learning, parts, and abvlitidr, even of good men themſelves 
in their generations, as if they had been comprehenſive of all 
wrath commg nnder their confid evation, whe 41 they have 
been taint:d with error and wper ii in ſowe 17 1,1 


ſa hath net thu been a ſnave by which many have be 
tained tn error amd ſuperſtuions vanivits, mel longer then 
arc 


otherwiſe they woxla have been? men of the parts 
wot being WET 77 forwardelt ner 14 in all «it; of 
re formation, they baving more ftrer th to hold our aganſt the 
ruth, and a gr:a7cr cxTEFTTY To Thſeuvre i both from them 
ſelves and o1hers by pleas, ob | eftions and ſwhiile diff inilroms k 
or imvelutions r:ther, * then men of lower parts have. —_— 
The nature of the fubjelt alſo (here rendered 10 conſide- edu, 

ration) being ſuch, as tends to perſwade men to imbrace that diſtingnſh and 
deſpiſed way, which + generally every where ſpuken oft, divide in things 
and which ts apt to bring the afſertors of it ima di ICS ao G8 
and contempt among men, if not to expoſe them ts ſMf rings coed ins 


of a worſer nature, 1t may dowbile(ſt be 4 temptation 10 many, terpretation, 
mob tobe two inquiſurue af er things of this nature, but to yet for the 


content themſelves ,onely with a cmrſorie and ſuper ficral ſore wolt part the y 
of them, left otherwiſe by a more intent and 1mpart ial _ er band be 


deration, and 4 Fare narrow jOr#' tate into, and threw xe | and 
mination of matters, they ſhowld diſcover ſo much ir cntuneg 
as by which they muſt be nece ated, eyther to hazard much ——_—_— 
of their outward honour, peace, and proſperity mthe world in ——— 

following that light, 77 Their 199274 prace and tranquility in tare, and ought 


nor obeying it, Rue © te diftic 


miiſhed : and 
this they do in nothing more, then in jumbling together the Legal and Evangelical ad- 
miniſtration, which ditier almoſt as much as night and day. 


init JFedicc IrF., 
ends, who have deſpiſed thus 
tenopt ation , wi pt Opn, de- 
prived you of ſome #ther greas irwths of the goſpel,wi h which 
are now enriched ; ny hope is, that you will be the briver 
prepared to reſiſt it at this turn Alſo. For know 58 for 4 
gertainty, that the conſcience never hath ſo rich « taft of the 
ſweet and pleaſant fruit of righteouſneſſe, a« when a man im 
conſcience to God, and love to truth, is willing to ſuſſe-, avd 
doth ſuffer from the world in the praitice of it : this hidden 
Manna is got walled, ſave by thoſe chat overcome romp! ations 
But why ſhould not thoſe that are Godly wiſe indeed, 
overſheote the devil in his owne bow Þ and rather be on- 
eonraged to, then diſcomraged from ſearching into thoſe 
doftrines and waies,which are diſcountenanced by the world; 
fence they are ſo much the likglier to be of God + for if they 
wete of the _— world would love et OWNe., 

It ts alſo a thing ve ateful to t , and hard. 
a tamed without _ Gericaal ingenuity, nk who FW 
for a long time, and with great confidence, owned, aſſcried; 
and pleaded the canſe of an erroncoms way ; afterward: to 
ackpowledge their miſtakes, and turn Advocates for that, 
which with a high hand they have ſomtimes oppoſed. 

But he that knows not how to deny himſelf in ſuch things 
as theſe, upon convittions of ligh: ; knows not how to approve 
himſelf a man _ the name of a Diſciple of Chriſt ; who, 
«s the Maſter ſaith, cannot be ſuch, except he deny himlelf, 
And had not ye (Beloved) learned this ſpiritual art long be- 
fore this in #ther caſes, you had never made ſo hoppy an ex- 
change of Error for Truth, as now 1 eſteem you to have dove, 

We have hitherto been coming out of darkneſs, error, and 
feperſtution but by degrees, and not all at once, now diſcover- 
ing one error, and then another ; and why then (howld not 
our former experience this wiſe , admoniſh us fill of not being 


too confide of our having now diſcovered all Sat anical , Pas 
pal, and ayti-chriſtian deceits, in do'trine and worſhip unto 
the bottajne ; but rather ts be jealous over our own hearts 


1d 
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and judgements, leſt ome of theſe f be 

behinde ? nnd ans, that lag + = th 1320: 
Cs that ſhineth yr wa and more unto the 

yet where would there be place and Hae rae 
pe there knowledge and Jt of ws if there were y 
actor even for C briſtians voy, ever and anon _ 
anging their and crook ed thong hes, for mare 
and well reftified WET ? 4 ut 


ound; which = ay ako we 
Way and e, 
monte chew 54 apps.” 6.12 
it us Laid cloſe to the conſcience by the Spirit + Boe ths 
Spirit of truth, which loves and defires in the invacd 
though he atiemely bears and indures mc 
enwitie of this e in the mindes of men for 4 time, yot 
pens for. exre hereof be alwaie? hted and 
many nmes provokes him at left te # leave thew 
= the —_ oo of oe owne dec 1, and to ſay ; Burif 
=} Ti. 
any man be ignorant (viz, wpew ſuch terms) bim be 
wr mp eggs —— herein the mighty God 
i now hait &, w [2 
Will reckon with the pres yarub for ag the earth 
with ber deceits ; penFeles the eye of Feſma _ will be 
thoſe who have tborow! 4 hu cauſe, 
tos, rt vir denguensd te hu n againſt ail ber 
naſeund and corrupt waies, to keep them from the hour of 
ternpeation. that ſhall come upon all che world to try ther, 
whereas thoſ « that have been partakers with ber in her 


tn then be partakers a — in her ſuf, : 
enberwife They be 1b foogle of all 7 
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they have before that wvime, obryed that voice which ſaith, 
comeout of her my people,that ye be not partakers of ber (ns, 
and that ye receive not of her lagues, And therefore how 
exceedingly doth it concern all thoſe who would be then fownd 
pure virgins indetd, and ſuch as have not defiled their 
garments, mo not with any the le oft of theſe whoriſh polntions 
nearowly to conſider ſuch their ways, which are (breudly 
fuſprited for unclean, a they ave whoſe nakrancſſe 1 bave 
bereby labowred to diſcover. 

Thus having (though not without weakneſſe, yet) with 
winch pris bineſſe - 


thoughts and apprebenſions b:fore you as touching 1heſe things, 


% ſhall be diſcovered ts me, as loving no way in Relipi 
her then I apprehend it condi by rbe ruth). and 
having herein ſatified my {elf in diſcharge of my duty tow ards 

ev, | now commend this poore endeavour of mine to the 
bleſſing of the bleſſed God, and you wnto hu direftion in the 
peruſal of it, and ſhall God inabling me ſtill endeavour to 
approve mp ſelfe. 


wherein I cannot cloſe with you, (being neverifeſ net 
| _— to retra't any thing I have done if ever the vane 
1grow 


Yours unfeigned]y, to love hoamnns.” 
{nd ferye you, = ad 


May 11, 1653. Willian ALluu 


ire aff eftion to 2 ſpread wy. 
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A Premonition to the Reader, touching 


the evill and dangerous effeis of 
Infant Baptiſm. 


RnaDs n, 

Hou baſt in the following diſcourſe, together 
w with ſome anne ing {ome few of thoſe many 
arguments that are and may bereadily produced 
| the pradtile of Jafacs Baptiſm: and ſuch 
they are for the moſt part as have not been 
iafifted on by others ; for I would not weary thee with the 
repetitian of the ſame Argumencs which are extant in other 
mens labours ; for which cauſe their number is the lefle : bur 
thou wilt do well co cftioate the truth in this particular, 
ratherby the weightinefſe then number of the Arguments 


Teavicd for its ſervice. 


I would have thee take notice, that where ever thou meeteſt 
With any expreſſions cending co deny mens vifible being in 
Chriſt, or vitible memberſhip in bis Church wicthour 
Baptiſm, ſuch deniall is fill intended in reſpet of Goſpell 
un pr according to which men are not regulacly 
vikbly incorporated into Chriſt or bis Church withour 
Baptiſm. The which holy order of the Goſpell, though 1 
intend ng. more thereby, ought to be of ſacred reſentment to 
every Chriſtian, in as much as every word of God is pure, and 
ſayours of divine widdonme, Pre. 30. 5, 

But now as concerning the miſchievous effefts of Infant 
ageitn, (not ſo much as to touch here upon thoſe which are 
diſcovered in the enſuing diſcourſe) 1 here onely hint at 
two-or. three of chem, which might alſo have been drawn 
up more amply argument-wile, 

Firſt, the untimely and undue adminiſtration of Baptiſm 
to Infants, bath doubtlefſe proved a miſerable (oare to __ 

; a (lands 


_ Cy br fone Gp: 
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ſands, and ten thouſands in the world, to negleRt that which 
ſhould have rendred them wy name of Chriſtians 
indeed, whileſt they have fancied elves to be (ſuch, upon 
account of their Chriſtendome as they call ir, j. e. that Bap- 
tiſm which they received intheir In - For whereas they 
are made to beleeve that have been Baptized into Chriſt, 
and thereby received into the number, of iſts flock, and 
incorporated into his Church by chat Bapciſm ; have 
hereupon preſumed themſelves good Chriſtians, and in ſafe 
condition, and have taken ir ill chat any ſhould make queſti- 
on to the contrary; * otherwiſe they have had lietle 
more- then this upon which to baild ſuch” 'a confidence. 
Whereas otherwiſe, itthry could not have artained-ſJo much 
as the name and repute of Chriſtians, much leſſe thachope of 
that ſalvation which belongs to Chtiſtians indeed, withouc 
a manifcſtati« n of © repentance and faith- preceding their 
Baptiſm, and their reception of Baptiſm thereupon, which 
yet is the Goſpell way; there is no Hur chit millions 
ot men and women- would have = elves upon far 
better tearms then now they have , in Jaboaring after 
knowledge in the Goſpell, and ſuch other qualifications as 
would have rendred them meet for Baptiſm, and conſequent- 
ly for communion in other ordinances of theGoſpell, rathec 
then they would have fallen {hort- of the confidence of bring 
Chriſtians, and the repute of ſuch, and che hope of falvation 
which belongs to chole that-are ſuch indeed. For mens ex- 
rream impatience of not being reputed * Chriſtians indeed 
upon account of their Infant Baptiſm, and that ' lender and 
contradiftory on which make, argues the name 
and repute ot- ſuch; and that they have thereby, to'be a 
thing ſo dear and precious to t as that they would do 
much* more then now they do for the-gaining of it, if they 
had it not upon -ſuch cafie terms as now they have, as men 
bave ordered the matter. 

Secondly, From what clſe then the pratiſe of Infant Bap- 
triſm, hath proceeded the Churching of whole Nations and 
Kingdomes ; whileſt all Infantsin a Nation ( excepe ſach as 
have been-prevented by death) have been Baptized, and there- 

by 
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received into the Church? and if ſo, why may we nor ſa, 
that the'national Church officers the yea the univerial 
Biſhop himſcltche Pope, have grown our ot the (ame root? 
For it there had been no nationall Baptiſm in this kind . (as 
doubtlefle there would not, if Ba-tihm had not bren-to be 
had but upon Scripture terms, viz. t repentance and 
taith preceding ) there would have been no 'natienall 
Churches, that being as.to outward. form the foundatica 
upon which they are built, and door of entrance thereinto z 
and if chcre had been no national} Churches, there could have 
becn, no nationall Church officers; and if no national] 
Church officers, then facely no univerſall officer over all 
nationall .both' Churches and officers : So that Infant Bap- 
ctiſm may well be conceived to be the cauſe fine que 12, that 
withoat which neither the one nor the other of theſe would 
have been as now they are. And therefore how (mall a 
matter or innocent thing ſoever Infant Baptiſm ſeems to moſt, 
yet who may noe ſee,if they will but ſeriouſly conhder it, that 
the evils and miſchiefes that have taken place in the world up- 
on the taking place of national! Churches and their Ofhcers, 
and the head of them all che Pape, may in great part be 
charged upon that dangerous errour Infane Baptifen, of 
which we ſpeake ? And whar a diſhonour and reproach hath 
it bctn,go Jeſus Chrift, that he ſhould be looked upon as head 
of ſuch Churches, and that ſuch vile and mans ſons 
ſhould be eſtcemed members of his body, as thoſe pationall_ 


Churches and the perſons of whom they have moſtly con* 
fiſted have been as if Chriſt and Be had been wellaq 2 
Befides, theſe Nationall, corrupt, indeed Antichriſtian 
Churches, have io gregt ſore thruſt out the true Churches 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and his diſcipline, and the purity of his ad- 
miniſtration of Ordinances, and have comempered them- 
ſelves in conſtitution, diſcipline and worſhip unto the {ſpirit 
of this world, by which they have tor the moſt part been in» 
ſpired and ated. 

And therefore however this After Baptiſm (as ic is called) 
is charged wich rending and tearing of Churches (which in 
true conſtruftion is but a rending and dividing of perſens 

(a2) from 


It 
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from Churches of an undue and bumane cooftiturion, that 
they might be gathered into the fold of Chrifts own nuaking; 
and ſuch a diviſion "as- this the Goſpell hath always 
wrought in the world, in reſpe& of ſome or other of ics 
truths, Luke 12.51.) yet indeedand in truth it is not fiduct- 
aH Bapriſm, 7. e. the Baptizing of men after they beleeve, bur 
infant Baptiſm that is truely guilty of rending and tearing, 
indced of diſſolving the true Churches of fefus Chriſtin 
the world. 

And therefore in the third place, though thoſe Congre- 
gationall, or Independent Churches as they are called, have 
onceived with themſelves that they have provided well a- 
gainſt that fin of corrupting and -.carnalizing Churches, of 
which the Nationall and Parochiall affociations are guilty, 
by that ſeparation which they have made from them ; yer 
upon dae con(ideration it will be found, that they have ur 
only for che preſent lope off ſome evill and cy 1nepe any 
but have nor. at all taken away the root that bears them ; 
for their praiſe of Baptizing their Infants, and thereupon 
imbodying them with themſelves, will within the ſpace and 
compaſſe of lefſe then an age( as is more then probable) render 
theſe Chucches alſo, ports #3 as carnall as the Parochiall 
and Nationall are. For whatſoever children are wHTlef Slit 
Intants, (during which time 1 cannos but bold thete” con 
dition good and ſafe God-wards, the Scriptures favourable 
aſpedt that wayes conſidered ) yet when they come to years of 
diſcretion” they ſo corrupt themſ{clves with aftuall. fin, 
even the children of good men as well as bad, ay that , thac 
faying of our Saviour muſt take place concerning them, 
Jeb. 3. 3. Except a man be born again, be cannot ſee The  Kingdome 
of God. And. without controvertie, thoſe who in reaſon 

cannot on. this account be judged in a _ to ſee the 
Kingdome of God, cannot in reaſon be judged in a capacit 
to have communion with God, and with kis Saints jn all 
the ordinances of God. And whether it benot very rare for 
perſons to be azearly in their repentance and faith, as in 
their aftuall finning, which yet hath no protbiſe of pardon 
withuur an aftual) turning unto God; 1 leave to themſelves 
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to conſider, whoſe experience and obſeryation 1 doubt nor 
will incline them to concludetic foto be. And therefore 
it cannot be (inall probabilicy } but that ſuch Churches 
if they ſhould continue for the ſpace of an age in that 
way in which they now are, - they muſt of neceflity confiſt 
in great yu of carnall and unregenerate perſons, as the 
parochiali Churches do. 

If any ſhall conceive this a convenient js this 
evill, viz. tro Excommunicate children, or youth, abour the 
time in which they come to know the difference between 
good and evill, at which time they make themſelves guilty of 
aQtuall tran; and conſequently put themſelves under 
an | 6f converſion, .to wit, repentance and faith for 
the 0 ing remiſhon of thoſe aftuall fins; and therefore 
in reaſon cannot be looked upon as regenerate, untill the 
fruites worthy amendment of life and of taich do appear : though 
this remedy | ſay ſhould be thoaghe on, ( which is not likely) 
yet forthem to retain them in the Church whiltt Infants, 
and to caft them out when they come to years of under- 
fanding, is ſuch a thing which as there is no rule preſcribing 
it ; fo 1 beleeve { my own obſervation in ſome other caſcs 
prompting -.me hereunto) it will prove a thing of greater 
dificulty then indu'gent paventall! members will know-how 
WHOvercome. ' L 4 

If any ſhall chink to. prevent this mare then inconveni- 
ence; another way, viz. by Baptizing Infants into the uni- 
verſall Church, and not receiving them into any particular 
Church till they can give. an accounc. of their repencance 
from dead workes, and taith 1owards God 5 or clie it rhey 
do receive them into a perticular Church, ſhall think to 
prevent this by not admitting them” unto communion with 
the Church in other ordinances, ill they can give the 
aforeſaid account ; — —_— the evill of 
unregenerate perſons in the Charch) chey 
ſhall give a- cule unto themietves, which' God bath nox 
given.- For whoever arefit to be, and de faffo are members of 
the univerſa}l viſble Church, are fit alſo ro be members of 
particular Churches ; and _— cr are members of - 
| 2 3 = 
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, theular Charches, cannot according to any rule in Sccipenre, 
that 1 know, be excluded part and fellowſhip in any the 
Ordinances there adminiftred. For during the time in which 

- God would -have Infants to be members of the nacionall 
Church ot the Jews, andpartakers of one ordinance, to wit, 
Circumcivton z he did neither order their excommunication 
vut of the Church, upon account of their unregeneration 
when they became aftuall fmners ; nor yertdibarre them 
communion with the Church in any other ordinance, cill 
fignes of their regeneration appeared ; nor were they exclu- 
ded communion in any the ordinances of that Church at 
any time from their very Infancy, otherwiſe, or longer then 
the terms of naturall neceſſity and debility did impoſe it 

' +, "pon them, 

Pts bom fo 4: Nor does itat all follow, that Infants areto be admitted 

6 £35 Church members under the Goſpell, becauſe they were ſo 

| » under the Law, as ſome vainly- imagine; nor that per- 

| fons of like diſqualification may be admitted Or con- 
| tinued in Churches under the Goſpell, as might be both the 
one and the other under the Law ; nomore then it followes, 
that the Goſpdl miniſtration is carnall, beggerly, weak, and 

Ls cg anprofitable, becauſe that of zhe Law was ſuch, Heb.7.13.& 9.10. 
C49 Gal. 4. 9. For under the Law, Church memberſhip was 

= veſted in Abrabams naturall ſeed, in which capacity Infaneuy 

were as well as men z but under the Goſpell that pew 
| is pr only to thoſe that are, or appear to be his ſpiri- 
Þ 3-24 29R=i9-8 91 fred, to wit, beleevers, (Gal. 3.7, 26-+29. Kon. 9.8. 
in which capacity Infants are not, Under the Law ſpiricuall 
defilements, ſuch as were ignorance, unbeliecf, or morall 
pollutions, ſuch as are extortion, railing, covetouſneſle, &c, 
did not exclude perſons from Church memberſhip if they 
did but keep the ceremoniall Law, which according to the 
Apoſtle Heb. 9. 9,10. flood only in meets and drinks, and divers 
ADC: 4 5-07 waſbings,and carnal ordinances impoſed on them until] the time of refer- 
mation; which could not make bim that did the ſervice perfedt, as 
pertaining to the conſcience, which yer -unregenerate men were in a 
capacity to perform: But now under che Goſpel] both ſpi- 
ricuall and morall defilements, ſuch as ace ignorance cy 
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4nd hls wayes, unbelief, covetoulnefſe\, drunkenneſſe, 

miling, extortion, ke, doe de jure exclude ons from 

Chareb r the Law, / 
did 
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bat were 
(at leaſt ſometimes) rt but carnall likewiſe, 15. & 10.23, 
in which reſpe& Infants and youths were not lefle e of Heb. 4 3. 
Church memberſhip then they. But now under the Golpell, 2 _L 
God requires ſuch only to worſhip him in bis Churches as ** * © 
.can wad bim in ſpirit.end truth, and will bave his Churches 

to be jpuritwell-bouſes, built of living flones, to wit, ſuch as are 

meet tO be an koly pricftheed, t up ſpiritual ſacrifices accep- 
table to God by Jeſus Chriſt, ( Fob. 4.33,24- 1 Fet. 1.5.) in which /-< 4457 24: (14 
capacity Infants are not. 

So that notwithſtanding all that can be pretended to the 

contrary ( for other pretentions beſides theie I know none ) 
Infant Baptiſm is in « little time like 'to prove a corrupter 


of the * 1 t Churches themſelves, as well as it hath * And doube- 
been of the Nationall ; which one would think wereto them ** that is 

argument enough alone to cauſe them to lay aſide the pra» —_ _ 
File of it. whe: ein norals 


The premiſes therefore contidered, Infant Baptiſm that hath Fon for 


of all thoſe that love the honour of Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
proſperity of his affaices both. in his Churches and L try 
old, .. 
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World, Cboth which have ſuffered ſo deeply by the ſpringing 
up ofthis root of biceernefſe, as is in part before expreſt) wo 
endeavour with all their might in a Chriſtian way, the 
extirpation of ſa evill a cuftome as this hath been, and the 
reſlicution of primicive Baptiſmas one of choſe Lawes of * 
our Lord, which corrupt times have made void, as indeed 
they have done many other : Upon which accountl ſhall 
furrher encounter the- one, and plead the cauſe of the 
other in the enſuing arguments, to which I refer thee ; with 
humble requeſts to God to give thee an u t heart 
and lingle cye in thy examination of them, and ſo much 
light as to diſcerne that which is of him, from thac 
which is bur of men', and fo mach fſpirituall ingenuicy 
and candor as to follow the truth in love when an- 
derftood. 


ARGUMENTS 


Some Few 


ARGUMENTS, 
Clearly proving the Invalidity of the 
- eAdminiſtration of Baptiſm to Infants, 


conceive) to come to ſatizfation 


The beſt way (I 
tootiteps of 


that Ordinance, 1Cor.11.33- 
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number then the men and women were, he d then ſcarce- 
ly have done that to the one half, which he 


obſcrvable : and therefore if whileſt the Evangeliſt had been 
going about to declare how mightily che > 
thoſe Samaritans, in procuring their | 
point of Baptiſm,he ſhould have made mention of the obedience 
of the men and women, as reaching onely to their own per- 
fonal Baptiſa, when as indeed they were not oncly bipzed 
themſclyes, bur in obedience to the had their 
children to be baptized likewiſe, he ſhould have the 
zeal of theſe Samaritans raiſed by the Goſpel, and fo conſe« 
quently the powerful influence and ſueceſs of the Goſpel in 
gr pare gay 
pariſon of what he mighe have by making 
Childrens Baptiſm as well as the Parents. Afoſes, when he 
would ſet forth what good cffeRt the Word and Command of 
God touchir nn Abrahams heart, be doth 


repreſentation he 
SY reports, firſt how be circumciſed himſelf, after that his ſon, 
.gp>4 hen his ſervants ; yea and that he did Ay 

whi 


fl] . 
17. 33+, Yea 
| che noting of 
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theſe Tnfzrns, it argues char it 
nn barren td 1 
that the Diſciples cir wi thing to 
him with them ; which apprehenſion znd- 
could noe lightly have raken place with therm, if 
been accuſtomed to have been brought agriody 

us is dechared he did;g and in 

that be did #tfo errbrace the Children and dicks chem, and yer 
ſo left them, without pri it 
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. ich Chrift ga 
which he commiſſioned on this behalf, was, that chey ſhould 
firſt teach perſons, or make them Diſciples, and then bapti 
them, Matt. 28- 19, 2, The praftiſe of chem who did 
tize, was anſwerable to this commiſſion ; they firſt inſt 
perſons in the things of the Goſpel, and then baptized them 2 
Zob., 4-1. Mark 1.4, Afli2.4t1 & 8.12, & 16.33, 33. & 


So Ducey ies gameplay whileſt ſuch, are not 
epic free inftruRion in the things of the Goſpel, or 


it cannot reaſonably wel. wx 
= TT ET EE oh 
perſons, who were $ © 
ho baptized in purſuance of that 
ObjeA, 3 baround Gt - , in whick we afſert no Infants 
. les times, itris objected ; That when 
the 


Scripture 
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they, in what houſe f 
fre: 6-15 A 33 Now it is ſaid expreſly 
{* £24: 1 4h 9 4 
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Alli 16, 33. and 


- -Toall which I anſwer, an deb acenntepprc,che 
| Infants any of thoſe bou(bolds mentioned nds 
n0d chat therefore ic is but 2 meer preſumption to 
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MY frond arpumene fl be raken) fromthe nature of 
his 


the Lawnef 
a how, od 


and performing the ſame, when there is an 
them of rifing up to that which is more which 
doth more exaQtly anſwer the counſel and intendment of God in! 
it. If this were ary mans doubr, je might be coofirmed from 
ſach Scriptures, which condemn ſack of men z'moſt 
and accurſed, who having #n « ity of | 
God with a better ſacrifice or ſervice, do yet preſent him 
that which is worſe : Aal. 1. 14. (wſet be the deceiver, Which 
be b in his flock a male, and veweth and ſacrificeth to the Lord a 
wed thing, Thoſe Scri likewiſe yore the ' fame thing, 
require, That tneri ſeek"ro tet], "0 the edifying of th 
Chiirth, 1 Cor. 14; 12. ' That bold forth ways that are tore ex- 
cellent then others, #3 to be mbre defired and firiven for then 9- 
thers, 1 Cor. 12. 31. Phil. 1. ro; " aw 
But that Adminiftr ation of Baptiſas, Which i: made to prife(ſed 
Behieveri,dors wore contuce toand briter anſwer the of Bap- 
15/av, goed herd one hve bs 
xypear, by comparing Baptiſomss atinificed ro tho ons 
other, in relation to the ſeveral ends nd uſes of Bay. 
ti'm, | 6s, here 


1, One end of Baptiſm is, to declare Jefa# Obtift winto'th 
World. 7ob. 1. 31. But that be (to wit Chriſt) foenld be made 
manifeſt unto I[racl, therefore ams [ come, wing with 


For he who i rightly baptized into Chr, or Fach i hi 


b 
vo 
. >» 


=, 


XUh 


wn dy rote teb ate 


meee 
| Brfides, 

the Drach, or end Nertion FOUR dev 
ed in Biptiſ, (Row. 6.3, 4, 5. CHS12.) "it ddminifters 
an occaſign unto-men, to enquire what un one Chrift is, for 
whit end he came into the World, « was baried, and rofe 
again; and bo knowledg of him lebvegion by im & bere- 


pee of Ori is better made by the 

of Believers, thtn by che Baptiſm of Intancs, whether it 
ſpelt the party who b baptined, or others who betold ir. 
f. This is true in of him who is baprtizcd, becauſe he 
is iO & capacity, by rexſop of the uſe »nd exerciſe of his under- 
ſtanding, to receive that information and 
ing Chrift , which is intended by God in thar 
why Infants, whileft ſfuch,arc 
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aith, it was their being — .ypon ther belicy 
DoRrme 0. For that which Merchew 
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means of 
Gta Fan ab, as when it is) 


God RE Deed the Foyer Trenton 
fon of js Mark 1: Z _ 3-3: 


ado wry oy IE to be found in 
men z therefore this end of ON HG ia chil- 
drens Baptiſm, buc jn mens. 


— when Bapilgven ro the. Ley hh 
a grea'er appearance wiſdom and goodnels of 
in vouchſafing and applying ſuch a acans as Baptiſm j 
ors manger Laps of remiffion of (ins upon 
their Repentance, unto ſuch who, 1, 4b ap hrs 
firmation, and, 3» Arc capable of regriving it, 
in that application of ,ic which is qaade ©@ 1  .Wbo 
nakbes (ore anal, of: 5,200: 006 900 GBS. of Sony y 


>” "If 19m nee 4s r__ (rene: for remiffion 
, becay perſons arc baptized o there 

fels and declare unto the world, chat chey look for _ 

their fins from God upon their mpg Kt, this- end allo 


is better anſwered in mans 


men, touching the remilsjon of Ton ane 
—__ perehigcnd and.uſc allo ex 
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16, 16.) its rank, 
next ofrer Faicb, (Hah. 6: 1,2 Bp 


jor 
, 5 
cauſe it wes one of the firſt fruity 


b. 4.5. 
Faith, by 


part ; t by $ bur thoſe that 
will not ſee, from 481.4829. + . | 
is he Name of oe God Tf 


Chriſt; for the vexiſ- 


OED SEES 
Mm , © wit, re- 
muffion of. firs, and 


gift of the Spiric, which was made on cor» 
dition of and Baptiſm, wes made, not otely-to cham 
then, and their children, -bart co rhboſe that were 'futther remore, 
tothoſe afar off, even to all whom the Lord our God (ball call. 
Apdif this be one end-and uſe of Baptiſgn, as you fee, — 


«= S% Sa 1 


z 
Apeltle faith, Ver. 26. For ye are (5. 
ale oben of Godby Faih in Cri of For br 


of the Galatians, faith, Te are af the children of 


eſus, und this by way of diltinftion 


reckoned to be the children 
; $5 


» 


leſs we will pol terms a child of Go in by 
norweehſtanding his yg = be be 
Chriſt, Bac if we underſtand the Apolilc here ro 


thaeis, che profeffion of rr gate vr 
bother which doch dechare who wee their 


that cherefore chey had put on: Chrift, was « gved reaſon 
being known tobe the children of Godpy their 
ledgment of Chriſt ; beczuſe by their putting os of Chriſt in 
iſm, and clothing themſelves wich his Name, they did 
whoſe children they were, and whoit was they worbipped and 
reſolved to ſerve, nnd tram whoin they raniGono fn, 
x0d the Sabvation of thelr Souls. Foc {0 tobe baptized into Chrilt, 
what is it elle, but to be baptized into the belief proiefſion, und. 
vice of Chriſt and to reign up ones (elf to be bis. If ye be Chrif's, 
he, Verſ.ag.(w hefſn them to be,upon 


il 


j if f 


RE: 


of this, rear Be he ee ror bon ary es 
Chriſt, and not 2 PIER ſou to be eſteemed 
thereby rifibly eager) way 


"org , 

2 Cor. Spirze pm enings yay 

body, Whether We be | Jaws or Gentiles, Whether We be bend or 
; and bave been all made to drink, ine ne Spirit, 


baptized hercinco, | ys , 
fc s by the work of be pm wp dere, by wha 


Thoſe Scriptures witneſs the fame thing alſo, which 
mens yo ute Chrifh, m—_ being hr) 10- 
ether with bim,' Rem 6.4, 5. Gal. 3. x7. For cn we conclude 
ence, then that mers viſible being in Chrift is to be reckoned 
from the time of their Baptiſc ? rhac ws it were, the im 
mediate inſtrament or means of their vi on 170 him. 
For otherwiſe, if they were to be looked upon as having = viſible 


Moe a aan rents nee rk 


have aſcribed, or rather 
2s now he hatch done. For, as Paw! ſpeaks in another eaſe, Gal. 
Sh: If there bad been a Law groen which conld have given 
if, 19's us ps gre | nn the Law : It the 
Law had ſafficient to have given life, would not have 
ſaper-added the promiſe of the Golpel for the fame end, for he 
makes nothing in vain : ſo we may (ay in this caſe, if aoy qual 
cation; actionor proteſgion, — Bepaſm, -contd heave reg- 
dered mens being in Chriſt , Upon terms ugr «rable ro 
the wiſdom of God, he would not have (uper-added «{m tor 
the ſame end. 

Bat ir (hould ſcern to be inchis caſe, a3 iris aworgſt men; AN 
Major or Sheriff regcives char kind of Civil or Magiſtracica! Buing, 
which he is diſtingu'(b-d from other men, from ſome ſolemn 
done at the time of his coſtalment into his Office : and ww 4 


& 1 
2 


into him. ps Jap re rwec- wa with his au- 
thority, or Husband and Wife with that power ———_ 
of each other, of which che Apoſtle ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 7. 4- vor 

yer any member of x body > a 


proper to him, by any 
thereunco, until that boafted and done _— heb 


nity, which ap 
' hq gr 
of thole 


with cheir ſeveral and 
none are to be eſteemed to be in Chriſt, or 


= l have infited the more largely upon this par- 
ticular, to dcteRt the repugnancy of that Opinion, (ves the 


ror mrs pers 
If then that publique owning of Chriſt in B 
which men put him on, and = _ 
corporated inco Chriſt viſibly, be zoother end 2 
tiſm, as you (ec it is, moſt clear and cvident it 
and uſe is not to be found in the Baptiſm of 1 


*rniites rhe one; "ro wit, hep 
bu 6 and univerſal us the o. ber, viz.' the 
co Chriſt, | 

Againt this whole Argamenc , which concludes Infact» 
Baptiſm unlawfhl, becaute the ends of Baptiſm art burcer ar- 
tained in the Bap.iſm of Bclicvers &c, it is objcRed 3 That 
this might hav. been an Argument 2s well againif che circumei. 
fing of Infancs und:zr the £1, rs againſt che Baptiſin"of In. 
fans under the Goſpel ; becauſe there is the tame reaf 0 co fup- 
poſe, that Circumciſion ſhould bave lefs pity reed the co 
thereof when # ap; lyed to Itfan s, 25 there "is tg eonetive; 
Bap:iſan (boul+ lefs gotwer i's cods wherr ir is 5 ls top 
fants ; and yet we know, that Yhis was no bar ro [ofant 
Circu:nefian rhen, zpd therefore why ſhould ir be wy gant 


as Bapciſan Ns by head 'f th 
0 this 1 wer PN, or that 
ſuppofi hg ag et by Ak finds 201 wherein the' 


ucmolt it atk ot ke, ne phict leis: Thas there is the” 
fa:ne akin > ſappbte rhat Creamed 6 ſhbelt fs tifwer” 


the 


0bj2, 
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Gen. 17, 11. 


ad hea g5 there is in ſecing, | 
ax: tome we ne ee 2. B& 
opportunity LO reports, &c. are 
of giving, may be cut off by the death or other removal 
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ad rea or, now Covenant cx Law arc, (nd, 


Wn een of reef oe pe 
wr hn hr OT Times ht ongdenſt bus very bad 
comparttively. Again, 794. 4+ 23. 3u4 ths bawr cometh, and now 
i, When the $raes wor ſoippers bell RG 1 [par 


Cone 


_ them in pars, upon 
bichanh} Bra HY «Emed. 1's. 44,48; + Y 
But the caſe is far orherwiſe now under the Goſpel, which is- 
the Mintration of 'the Spiric, (3 Cor, 3. 6.) It-is-not the/ 
work done, but the manner it in know 
roms the Lord, that entifles' <herfanco the 
ing of 1 forfot<h&A «fficths cover 
ing Baptiſm ic {:If, 2 Per. 3. 31. when he that it- 
_ w Soar als-dome in-che days of Nab ©" 'wor” ({alth 
he) the away the hot not by the- 
jr acre the Ordinance;) ele gg 
Conſtiencr towards God: iJe, when” 
a trame of mind'and condcierice, us docs 
rendmenrs of Grace in that Ordinance, $0 again, 'Col/3, x 
when the Apoſtle ſaich, that they with Cbrift iw/ 
nn Ent 
tharct were $7 t 
ws wry) ht Pe" meaning, fa fair, os 
= operanien bf God; of cife iweh' as hid the” 
God ariiing href Fadaa ey ca however, 
-—ww 4 Whom became both. 
Bupriſm.” * \ 


ciſm ; in as trinch 25 he: hath ſuſperided rhe donjon' thereof 
upon theſe, in conjunRion with - And where any <>. 
ſe depends apon the place of” inore- cauſes then- ohe 
Þow nrr yet tne -iels not wy one of rhole ceaſes 
alone cha will produee chi fe.” 

3- How ever the ends of * Clicaincifion were aiidibable; 
though ad miniſtred lating in'thoſe reſpefs befort ment 
oued 
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wk chete lows, Acct the Ordinance it ſelf 
the the more weak, and 


Lew, which, by 

awd ainprofitebtexe/; of it; | wy fr he wala 
7 731 may we 

even this part of the Commandment alſo, 

aw 4" pr yen rkn \—_ or More, to be adwiniitred 

-And how ever ſuch 4 mean, low way and 
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ture of the ewo Minifications of- the Old and New 
—_—_— as rendering Infant- ls en the denies 
ke Gotprf tor withall more 
firation of che Law : Therefore 1 thus farther 
If Infant- Baptiſm be diſagreeable to rhe AM 
New Teſtament, then Infants 


ſpel ; ae Tenth emiana tre vroudyapd 
very ſpirir of the Goſpet Miniſtration. 
ciencly evident ot it' ſelf, mughe receive 
from ſuch Scriptures us theſe, and what 
be deduced from them: Job. 4.23, 24. 3 Cay: 3; Gs 4 9- 
Col. 1. 8,197. Heb, 7. 18,196 & 8. 6,7. & 9.9,19,11, Oo 101; 
Bat 1 provume of every rans plenary fuwhuAion x to this 3 Thert 
foreT procced. ' 11.2 22 3 WAI 
But /, ant Baptiſm i bſaqpoeble to the Monitravies aa 
New Teſtament, 
cpubeby what hd aber tegod 5 Ln po 
what hath i our former 
For there we prove Cn eedes Iforns 
dn nnd ed eden rr pony green Far 
lievers : and if lelyrdifying;rhen the more ſuicable and cooferm- 
able to the Miniltration of the Laws which was s —_— 
leſs light and edification ;' wetted ry peg 0 ns 
manner Sogn yarn. hs 7 qu 7 qreer' 
z greater light, and a more rich edificarion. , 
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Nor dow ther ditnebe © bes what I have now-aid, 
wh'ch ulually is objeRted in this caſe,” via: That boch our” Sa» 


' viour and his Apoliles vindicate and aſſert pratices under the 


Goſpel, from the examples of 'pratices under the Law : us the 
v7 05h gathering ears of corn on the Sabbath, from Davide 
cating the ſbewbread ; and the Prieftt killing of Szcrifices in the 
Temple on che Sebbach, Aſarth. 12. 3,4;5. The _—y 
in carnal things £9 Miniſters of the Golpel, from the zee 

ling the mouth of the Ox treading out the corn under the Law, 
1 Cor.9.9 10, | of 

For, 1. It does not appear, that men of private fpiri's, 
wanting that infallible guidance of the Holy Ghoſt "which 
Chri't and his Apoſtles had, may uſe like liberty as they did in 
this behalf . Nay, hath not che preſumption. thus ro do; "been 
the fluce through which very many Popiſh Superftirions have 
firſt entred into the World ? as ſuppoſing them to 'hold an 
analogical and equitable proportion with many the Jewiſh 
Cuftoms ? 

Bur, 2. I anſwer further, That things differ much 'in the 
caſes produced and compared ; For, 1, Though Chrilt-and 
the Apolles did both back and illaltrate their DoRtine” and 
Precepts from inſtances and exampl.s of things under the Law, 
yet they never made theſe examples the ſole ground and foun- 
dation thereof, bur theſe are till buile upon that auchority they- 
had from Gcd otherwiſe. As Chriſt, in that caſe row objeR- 
ed, ever an{ above his allegation from rhe Law, interpoles his 
own authority as more confiderabl: z Afarr. 13.6 But I ſay 
wnto you, that in thu place ir one greater then the Temple : und 
more plainl,”, Verſ. 8 For the Son of man #s Lord even of the 
Sabbath daz. And 1o Pas! in the other cate, he firſt and prin- 
cipally pleads his Apoſtolical Authority, 2 (or. 9, 1,%. Am I 
wot an Apoſtle ? am | not free ? bave ] not ſeen Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord ? ave you not my Work, in the Lord? If I be not an Apoſtle 
10 others, yer dowbrileſs I ans to you ; for the ſeal of mine Apoſite- 
foip ave ye in the Lord: but afier he hath done this, he then p ©o- 
cceds to illuſtrate whac he pleads, by that which he brings our 
of t ic Lyw, Verl. $ 9/10, and i» fine, does bottom the-buſi- 
nel: on the appoin'ment or ordination of God, for 1o he lays 

Vcrſ, 


The 
poſed to be a precepe 
I gn ehing 
yo by a moral precept, Which is (uperior ro that whi 
is ceremonial : in which caſe the Phariſees mighe cafily 
have f(atisfied themſelves from the examples dy 
Chriſt ; -us he ſays, If ye bad known What this meanerb, [ wil 
bave mercy and not ſacrifice, ye Would not have condemned the 
deleſs, Matth, 12.7, That there was alſo a moral equity in 
nature of the thing, viz. thet they who preach the Gofjel, 
ſhonld live of the Gofpel, (nnother thing that was faid to be 
pleaded from cxx io the Law ) appears plainly ; becauſe 
or ps op ſuppoſes a like equity in chis, as there is, chat be 
gorth a warfare ſhould bave bu charger born by them for 
whom he oo] She derey quay nd gy > er ye 
ſhonld rat of the fruit thereof, or t 4 ſhould rat 
of the ol or gentry Tanagac 7 vary Fn 
1 Cor. 9.7. 1 Tim, 5.18. 

Bat now Infant- Bapciſm hath not any expreſs ruthoricy of 
Chriſt or his A to back it, or any moral equity in and of 
it (elf di to commend it ; in both which reſoeRts it 
differs from the inſtances and examples <bjeRted, and tails of 
thac confirmation it carched at by chem. And fuch a difter- 
ence in the nature of things, cannot but make x like differ: nce 
in thoſe proper inferences chat may be drewn from chem, It's 
truce indeed, 7 rs OI. 7 1 
of the Goſpel, from the prefigurations and ons of the 
Law, ( As 26. 32, Row: 3 21. Epiltle Heb, 5.) bur to af- 
ſ&r oy ching from the Ceremonies of the Luw, 


no footing in the 


« 6 gli! uw las Ge 
wo ecable to the in 


worſhip and ſervice which God receives from mn under it, 
or ought to be more ſpiritual chen chat was under the z in 
both which reſpeRs Infant- Baptiſm will be found diſegreeable 
to its 

1, That Baptiſm, #s an Ordinarce of the New Teſtament, and 
part of the Goſpel. Miniſtration, when duly adminiltred and. re- 
ceived, does coneribuce towards their receiving of the Spirit, in 
reſpeR of a greater preſcnce und operation thereof, then till then 
ordinarily hath been enjoycd by them who are thus baptized, =y 
appear from the promiſe of God made in that behalf, 4» 2.38. 
T hen Peter (aid wnts them, Regent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of fins, and 


in all 


which 


others afar off, as whom the Lord our God ſhould 

by Repeneaoce and Baptiſas, And it is very like, that it is 
cauſe of that proximity ot neerneſs of relation that is between 
this Ocdiaance of Baptiſm by water, and this Bapti 


3+ 5) ; ety 30 and renewing 
< © 


Holy Ghoſt, are tog-ther in $cripcure, Tit. 3 
$11, And it is not uabke nciches, but thas the Spirits 


I Cov. 


1 1hA 


* . " 
\ a... 


LILLY 

bei M 
it lo, cock te ns 
with wacer us he was, to expeRt x me n- 
of the Spirit, then before had bern vouchſated 


DE CEIInNe that avy ſuch :FeRt 
= nate. tt 
beexaſe the gift of the Spire 6 Bll made in Scrip- 
to follow the a of mens bel eving the Goſpel, (of which 
Infants are nncapable,) Fob.7.39. At: 15.7,8. & 19. 2. Gal. 
. i -1-Ig, And therefore when I affirm as belore, That 


ie, or ſome greater meaſure of -the Spiric, is 


cited piace, 40 2. 38. Repent, and be baywned, be. and yo = 
Seo og of the Holy Ghoſt : The promiſe — 
ro 


me POSE 
whit s evident ground, 
the uſe and exerciſe of merſiandi 


Objelt, 


. \ Ry ”S 
-» . 
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P/al. 9.10. 3 Tim.1.03, That -þ have no ſuch knowledg 
& ey OG of t to be be- 
licved, as touching cither the or badneſs of rhe one, 
or the probability or improbabli ity of the other, appears Dent, 
1. 39. Tour little ones, which ye ſaid fhonld be « prey, and your 
children Which in that day bad no knowledg berween good and 
evil, they ſhall go inc. 1/ai. 7.16. Jonah 4-11, 

If Infants then be in no preſent capacity to believe, and 
without believing in no capacity to receive the Spirit, it fol- 
lows, That Infants, while(t fuch, «rc in no duc capacity of re- 
ceiving Baptiſm in order to their rect iving the Spirir, and con- 
ſequently that Baptiſm adminiſtred ro them, is diſagreeable to 
the Coſpel- Miniftration, as it is the Miniſtration of the Spirit ; 
whereas the Baptiſm of Believers is molt commodiouſly (nit- 
able chereunco. 

Nor can it reaſonably be ſuppoſed here, that fuch a notion 
2s this will ſalve this ſore, vis. That Baptiſan may be received 
by Infants in order to their receiving the Spirit when they 
come to believe, and ſo their Baptiſm be e to the Go» 
ſpel- Miniſtration as it is a Miniſtration of the Spirit, notwith- 

anding it be received in Infancy ; Becanſe Baptiſm hath no 
influence this way as it is a work done, in which only 
Infants are capable of it, bur as it is done, ſubmirted to, and 
taken up out of faith, and in obedience ro God, as hath been 
alr: ady proved before in part, and will be further confirmed 
afcerwards. 

2. Infant Baptiſm is diſagreeable to the Goſpel-Miniftration 
a$ it is the Miniſtration of the Spirit, in chis reſpe& alſo, viz. 
as it requires all Worſhippers, in all .a&ts of worſbip, in all 
the Ocdinances«f this Miniltration, ro Worfdip God in Spirit, 
with the mind, in faith and fear of the Lord, That are 
the terms of the Goſpel- Miniſtration, appears from Job, 4. 23, 
34. with other places ciced formerly upon ſomewhat like oc- 
caſion, upon which account 1 wo btn nee 
them here. He that makes-uſe of a Goſpel Ordinance, and 
does not diſcern in ſome meaſure the nature, and im- 
pore of it, contracts fin and gaile to himſclt ; 5 is 
molt clcar in the caſe of the Supper of che Lord ; he that in 


cating 


eating and drinking Fo "7.8 the Lords body, cats and 
inks Judgment to bimaſelf, 1 Cor, 14. 29. And becauſe this 
ficacion of diſcerning is not found in Children, there. 

t 


are not admicced to this Ordinance, And how they 
ſhould be uncapable of this Ordioance in this reſpeR, and 
yet capable of Baptiſm, I underſtand nor, eſpecinlly confider- 
ing that they both repreſent the death of Chriſt, Rew. 6. 3. 
x («r.11.26, both relate to the great benefit of remiſſion of 
fins by him, and tend to ſerve the important intereſt of men 
the ar, Mark 1. 4. Matt. 26. 28, Since they both then 
travel with the ſame blefling in the main z how comes ir to 
paſs that the bleſſing of the one accrues not to the receiver 
png te mind of Codinit? and yet the bene- 
fic of the other does, without any ſuch diſcerning, it that were 
true which ſome imagine ? C:rtainly it plain Scri will 
mon nan, day fo Jef ah eB 4 et 
Faith, and the anſwer of 4 good Conſcience, that iſm be- 
comes beneficial as to its cnds, as well as che Supper by = - 
ſpiritual diſcerning as to iis, Coloſ, 3,43, 1 Pet. 3. 21. = 


T (hall noe iofiſt again upon that which 1 have already | 


F 3. AnzGUuM, 


as —— 


Aſſumption. 
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Y next Argament (hall be this : 7f none enght to be bep- 
tized, but ſuch who appear voluntarily with to be bap- 
tized in obedience to God, then Infants ought not be baptized. 

The reaſon hereot is, becauſe Intan:s Baptiſm cannot reaſorably 
» CS CSE 
God in, they being no wiſe voluntary or a&trve, but altoge- 
ther paſſive therein, 

But none onjht to be baptized, but ſuch vbo appear voluntari- 
ly willing to be baptized in obedsence to God, The reaſon hereof 
is this, becauſe withour RL CI will 
be table and fruitleſs to them : arid we know che 
iy ner rs ane ants ents yo 

ed ; phone org amend err wr the Or- 
dinance, # taking of Gods Name in van : the fowing of 


ſeed be never fo neceffary, yet it would be no mans wiſdom, 
folly, to ſow in ſuch « ground, or at fuch a fraſon, which he knows 


will render his feed truntefs. 

That there is no reaſon to exp*& orherwife, but that Biptiſm 
ſhould be unproficable to all turh who do not take it up volan- 
tarily, willingly, and in ob:dience ro God, «ppears upon this 
&cCount. | 

1. Becauſe now under the Goſpel, this is the tending Rule of 
Law between Duties and Rewards, between the ufing of holy 
Ordinances, and the benefit that comes by viz. That Du- 
ties be done, and Ordinances performed wi , and in obedi- 
evce to God: 1 Cor. 9. 17. where the — I 
preaching the Goſpel, feith, 7f 1 de thu willingly, I have 
reward. This \aying of the Apoltte, though it were urtered 
one particalar ocexhon, yet donbclefs it reachrs uit perſons and all 
datics ; If any man do wy duty willingly, us umro God, he (hall 
have bis reward. But as Affirmatives ule to include their Negs- 
tives by way of implication, ſo it is bere; If I do it not withog- 
ly, I havenoreward : For fo the particle 7 F, imports the con- 
dition upon which the reward is to be received or not received : 
and you wil ſpoyl the ſenceof the place, it you ſuppole, _ 

t 


with God. Dyer pes wnragrrngs { F, If there be 
irony, ad, mall needs 1aply, that if this mad 
wanting, the man ir not accrpeed, his ation not rewarded, 


though be do the thing : For ſo Pow/, ſpeaking of the fame duty 


of giving, 1 Cor. 13+ 3. faith, Though / brftow al fs 
Fs gr - => Tens 


poor, and _/ gee 


fiuerh 


Wil of gt pO getr Area is good, and 

yet for that very cauſe it becomes unpro- 

ficable co hin that does it, in which reps Rt we affirca Bapeiſm of 
Infants to them. 

2» Promiſcy made unto duty, or upon condi ion of duty, are 

rewards of that ebedience which is yielded to God in diſcharge 


1 hare proved before in wother ; That now, 
the Golpeb Min«firacion, there s no comes, either 
by Bapuſa, or wy other Ordnance, but by means of —_— 


who partakes thereof ; and A rn gun 
God, ( Hebr. 11. 6.) 5 6. in any fervice to 

to him ; For whatſoever & not of f, 
If then the benefic we lea Los es 
neither does it accrue withont that 
dientions di God-ward we ſpeak of, 


fible this hould be ſeparate from Faith ; ws 


Faith, Ages vr bps Gods 
believe, and co obey, are in Scripture frequently put one 
ther, and n= mg indiff:rently fo cranſlued, as 
the double rexd 

EN tartwiottenh of Infant- 
which poſſibly may ED ET 
what hath been mid down in __ =? but (hall 
refer the Reader, for ſatisfaRion whac hath been 
done abour that ſubjeR in an{wer to x ObjeRtion, as judg- - 
ing it ſufficient at this tarn alſo. / 


I (ball not proceed further to levy more Arguments to ſerve in 
this Controverfic (unle(s occafionally) though many more, of like 
import with the former, might ed ited on be — and 
drawn up, #s judging theſe 
ent to dere the varucy of Aur ons Gary 


Nor ſhall I apply my (elf co anſwer rn A Lee hb 
ments, which are wont to be muſtered up in defence of Infant- 


Baptiſm ; not becauſe I. count them, or any of them, either im- 
pregnable, or of hard os difficult attempe ; but partly becauſe in 
thoſe Arguments I have produced, there is # ground or foundati- 
on layd of mans resſonings, and which is of cafie 


> 5g tr 4 partly b-cauſe iome of the chiefeſt Ar- 
guments on that fide, have ny. —— already Objeftioo- wile, 
and received their anſwer : and partly likewiſe becauſe this bach 


ay > wr noe. and lnflipifor Groviny fits, 
iving copious diſcour ſes hereabour to be burdenſom. 

becanſe there is one Argument which ſeems to be much 

wen bo ere. 15 ot 2 later invention ther) ochery, 

hach not recerved ſach anſwer and tefuration wothery' 

ala a5 £0 this, a Tn, * 
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- ir Fe 5 
chi!ren of b«lieving Parencs : But'by this Afgoment, Bap- 
tifn) zs made co ppetinln to «ll Infants whatſoever, whether 
they be children of bl cv-ng or ra wer | 
it fuppolcs all Infanrs e-/be io che love 3 
mentioned reſpeR'; and therefore it this be true, the. othe 
wuſt"be falſe in irs reſtrained ſence; and contrarily, if 
other true, "this fate * fo rhat you ſe the wi do. 
berter agree in theit evidence in this behalf, then che falſe wit- 
nefles did, that came againſt Chriſt, in cheir ceftimgny. 2, Thi 
Argument, if it were good, would render, not onely all Ig- 
fants capable of Baptiſa, Bur'all men 1 kewiſe, whether Chei- 
ſtian'or Pagari, becanſe they are beloved of God in luch a lence 
as it's faid Infants are, to wit, in having that fio, of which 
they were guilty in Xdew, remitted to them, For if that fin 
were remitted to them in their Infancy, ſurely that aR& of 
grace ani pardon is'nor recalled wheh they come co be men, in 
25 2-uch a+ we no where find ih Scriptore,thar any meng pexiſh- 
ing is at all charged upon” tha/ fin which they were gpilty of 
in Adam, bu upon their owt) voluntary neglect of Grace, and 
on their aRual tranſgreſſions Fire cheretore if Fe be abſurd 

as I ſuppoſe ir will ratited to be ) ron : a 
rol of apeifis from thi ;round, which Yet in common 0 
all men as well #s Infanrs, Why ſhould it be vie t any other 
then abſurd likew ſe, to wifer Infants capability of Baptiſm 
from the ſame ground? Since # things Which are the ſame, or 
like, there is the ſame or liks Reaſon and / nagment, 3$ Logicians 


But to come loler to the Arguorent ; 1 do deny the c 
- —n—g the major Propelition ; T 30 dts ty vexin 
, that luc RES Baptiſm, though it 
= that the love of God is the ori andy only fn 

cri ſons capable thereof. ' And the ren t 
1s taken Frog that difference 'which i bet por 


o 
. - 


not ſon the ſelf- ſame reſpeR'; but as it extubirs it 
Digenlation of it in one reſpeR, fo in anocher 


43.) 


"uaner rrens and 


DSS ILL 


re Eble 
Gm fc 
yoplons DiqivotlsGoer rower th Gr 

themſelves.” The & Cot bk fone fore, t ibs 
the | ab ener Grace, and ſo of that slfo 
| to Baptiſm, yetic #0 loond way ofrexforing, 
to perſons to be in 4n immediate capacity of po 
becanſe rhey are in the love of God under this general confidert» 


teief it aide i (el ue 


pn 


verrue of the © 
it would whole rag —M| 
If the love of God tv perſons bye 1he ori 
remders thr capable of cheſew imo 
T teacher, or Deacon, then 7s are C4 
into rBefe Offices _— they ave in the love of God - 
ſrve of Got 1, Wt. —_— on; be the 
: bes 6 capable of af erent __ 
briffians, then Infants are cape bl _ the denomination of 
[im Do ma breanſe they are in the love and fever of ve: 


Agsin, to put zrother caſe like unto theſs; 

If life be the erig inal ground or cauſe why ſens a6 eigathe 
_ g, then Infants are capable of , brcunſe they 
beve bye : NE A EE Es 
hg ol Leto wines de Diddy, mean! 4 


Bo ber Intancs to' b« capible of Bape,” 
indy o facing ems bop of Bec, nk 
En 


wa ah 
pow bulge be Eid 


4] 
of it, by which are Le maſher 5 Aa 
ro” gg For houg is true, that chat love 

is vouch{afed Infancs i opdan al hes Snakes 
ons Brgy jeu does put them into a. a 


6 _ and all other conſequential ay 
their and 
Tn A RE eta 


Diendion of Gote grace and love is made to Io- 
CESEEETSSES of 
am gba han Peta rey 


_ 00 genes 2 OG. 0) 00, GI 


capacity of Baptiſm, appears upon theſe 


wichour: AIR Boner 38 EG 
fans, thac then ſuch a protefſion would nor be airy a+, 
der 0 ſack an admiffion,-, 

Torbis/l anſwer bkewile ; That a profeflion of Fo io 
ſuctyperſons, to render them admirable to Bapulm, s no: oge 


profefſion ;.bur in relacion to their knowing he 
to be inthe love and tavoc of Godin that oa ulas Chal 
and deverminzze confideration. which 


capable of Bapiiſa ;. m this reſpeR luch a Deck foo (f E.; it 
is neceflary, becauſc wichour it the love of God to them upon 
ſuch rerms i not knowable, any conſe query they-por admit» 
able to Bapriſm, as yaas before. proved 4 by which lofant:, as 
<heir-capubrhog of; Bapuſn, arc clearly , 


3. The proftflion of Faith js necc ary 40 che calc p pede 
other cauſes then meerly co) intro thoie that ada pe: ſons to 

—_— of their being in; the favor of God ja, geacral whom 

$dmit, and- that is to let chem know hat Juch are c2- 

ralle of cherleveratcndoapd benefics of Baptiſc, and to mecy 


C 

Fuck, eee alyendy bern.evinged, 

_ Whoeat inthe lconnd place | it is ſaid, that is was upon this 
ground, 7 Deja, nad; , thac C heiſt, Himes mh 
ele of l and not by 'N #4 MUCH, a» he had oo 
Faith as is ot men co «ender them capable of Bap- 

ciſmm, co wit; # m Lod-cunching theremubon of has 

through-Chritt ; and. thar yer? Cariit d44. Duf reveiye Bapriva 

rear ragh noe cxtraordinary, but upon the fame terms 16: 0- 
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Toa Fwtwtr; Theta ran BK ers edn 


Bo, ES Bepcite, ET Faich as might 


Baptiſm, at\calt fuck w is -rquired of 
other mer! m orderthereworo. For Chrift trad che farnt” Faith 
which is required of all other perſoos in that caſe, For what 
Faith was required of ocher men to render them capable of 
Baptiſm; ſeve this Þ viz. To belicve thir Jefus Chrit is the 
Sen of God For fo whett the *Ennuch” dewdrided of Pholip, 
izrnd ? rhen 
ft : and be d Philip jeff Agr $—e 
wayſt : | anſwered P bilip again, Jai, I bein 

that Jeſus” Chrift is the Sin of Gat wpoo which confeffion 
doe bn go him, «5 councing't to conrait the 


expreffion CONITEING hearr, which he before 
hid "ſer 4s the” eondſtion of His i 
deed wws none other then the' Paith of the | - rhie 


common form of Believers conteſsion ;*"Mfaf." 14.43. 7h; 1. 
49. "& 6: 69” & 11: 29, & $6/YWx fobs. 
| | will detly Chriſt him» 


bits 
thes 


P[a/225 0: With" Mer. 34. 43.) abd 
ictierto his 


tove in the way of 
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gcc = Bt might hence well frame an Ys; In- 

Groen, in ſtead ot wrelting it, as 8 witneſs for it, 
? 

If Chriſt Ieſmu his being baptieed at that ſeaſon, and upon that 
occaſion, When be | —__ —_ 1 and publiſh the Coated nee 
be fore, was in conformity to 4 Law of Righteouſneſs in this be« 
balf ; then thoſe that are baptized, Who yer make no ſuch profe ſſi» 
an, a Infants are, are not baptized in conformity to ay Law of 
Rightrouſneſt : 

But Chriſt Teſms bis bring baptized at that ſeaſon, and 
_ occaſion, When be began to profeſs and publeſs the Gofpel, and 

, We in conformity to 4 Law of Righteonſneſs in this 

bebalf; therefore « that are baptiz1d4, @ Infants are, Who yet 
nay wo fee ref on, are wot baptized in conformity ts fg 
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even all the Co —_ abext lerdan, both to preach 
Tr qoads mh op eagh ot, tte con- 
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[19] 
The $ econd Part, 
SHEWIMNG, | 
How nevefſary it is for perſons to be b 
tiged after they belews, theiy In 5. 
Baptiſm notwithſtanding : 61 alſo diſ- 
covering the diſorderly and irregu- 


lar {ommunion of perſons baptized 
pak fic As ave eh i To 


Fellowſhip. 


. 


of Infanc 
and which I doub: not witli have the like influence and akon 
the unbyafſed minds of other mens I now 


1 come to ſpeak ſomething to theſe rwo queſtions fol- 
hether reſt ſatisfied wich that Bapei 
; edeinfired 5 diem in their Infancy, withore an, 
reception of Baptiſm afterwards , i 
they come to anderftand the irregularicy of their Infane Bap- 
 ®, Whenher & benetefiry for fuck perfxcs who hve fo 
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and ſo he takes theſe words, T bey Were baptized in the N, 
Lord Jeſa1, and thoſe that follow in the next verſe, 
when Pani bad laid bir bands on them, Ghoſt came 


be expreſſed by the name of Baptiſm, is no new thing, as he does 
from As 1.5. and 11.16. 
But, 1+. That their being baptized in.che Name of the ___ 
on. 

, may bedif- 
cerned ; 1. By « due conſideration different nature 
of the aRions themſelves, and the ſucceffive order of thoſe dif- 
ferent aRions. For the doftrine, and ſo the pradtiſe of Baptiſm 
is one thing, and that of laying on of hands. is another, as is 
o=E that of the Apotile, Hrb.6.2, where the DoQtine 

Baptiſms, and of. laying on of hands, arc differenced by the 
ſame note of diſtinQion, by which the Dotrine of the reſur- 
reRion of the dead, and eternal judgmeaer, are diff:renced from 
ahem both. And the ſame thing appears from the order and 
ſaeceffion of theſe different aRions, as well xs from the diffe» 


rear nature of chem. For we have, 1. Pasl: ing af theſe 
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' becanſe it no where appears thac Joan did bapt people in - 
the Name ot the Lora Jeſus. Nay, the truth is, that /obw faich 

ng him chat was to come atrer him, (which was Jeſus 

Chriſt ) thac he did not know him uritil the time char be bapg- 

zed hum, John 1. 30,31. For he was we, and [ know him 

not ; and again, 117.33. eAnd [ knew hin not ; but be that ſent 

we to baptizs with Water, the [ame ſaid unto me, yon Whom thew 

ſhalt ſee the Syiris deſcending and remaining on vies, tht [awe 

* he that baptixzerh With the Holy Ghoſt: It Jobn then did not 


lay 
bat they ſhould believe on bim thas ſhould 
wrote: "that if theſe Dib- 


Paul did now open and declare to them, 
Jobs fs was to come after ble, and char be tes 


6 5 
' THAT IS ON CHRIST IEICE. dark impart, ao ecntelalng 


the ſabje@ marter of Pas/'s diſcourſe then, And then 3, That 
theſe Diſciples hearing, uoderſtanding 2nd believing this, viz, 
That he who is called | cfus Chriſt, was he that was now comer, 
and had ſuffered death, &c. And was he whom the Brptiſan of 
dncghox: ten pakactly cad panes ae mans 

not then per name Known the 
» by their hearing aod believing4his, 1hex were 
the Name of the Lord Ieſwr, us acknowledging him 


t 

I 

in 
tobs that Meffiab, into the expeRation of whony they had for- 
merly been bapt1z cd, 

And fo we cometo the third thing which we were to enquire 
into our of this Contexture of Scripture, and chat is, why or for 
what reaſon it may be conceived, that theſe D ſciples were 
now bept/z:d ageia upon the hearing of Pax/, when as chey 
had been baptized unto the Baptiſm of /oh» formerly, And 
the reaſon hereof mult be, cicher 1. Becauſe, that chough thefe 
Diſciples hd-been beptized by /ob» unto the Meflizs that was 
then to come after him, yet this was not ſufficient when once 
they came co the acknowledgment of ] eſus cheSon of Adary tobe 
that Meſſizs, but that notwithſtanding this, they were then to be 
baptiz-d into Chriſt ] eſus as «ckoowledging him to be the! Mel- 
fiah indeed, which b-fore they did rxpeRt : Or clic 2. Becwſe 
there was ſome error committed, in the adminiſtration and recep- 
tion- of their Baptiſm : and other reaſons then theſe, I think will 
nat lightly preſent themſelves to any mans wind. 

For the former of theſe ; ſome indeed have conceived that 
fuch who were beptized by ob» unto him ther was ro come, 
not yet knowing bim perſonally, were. «frer wards baptized -4- 
gain- when they came to ackno! clus the Son of , 
to be the Son of God, and Sevionr of the world : ind truly this 
opinion is not altogether -to be deſpiſcd, in as much us there is 
an appearance of reaſon, both that it was ſo, and why it (ould 


be ſo. 

1. That it was fo, there is this reaſorr to indace vhe#bdlicf 
thereof ; beetuſe rhough x3 ir ſhould ſeem, nll rh#/rws general 
ly were brptiz:d by Jobs, yet very conſiferabl: numbervot them 
were bapte<d efterwards when Sy came to __ — 


[38 
the M:Tah, That the Jew coo were baptized by Jobu up» 
pets, :inthat it is ſaid, There Went owt to bim Jeruſalem, and all 
Fmdeag and all the region round about Jorden, and Were baptized 
bins in [orden confefſng their ſins, Matth,3.5,6. Afr 13-24. 
hat there were: vtvy conſiderable numbers of the Inhabitants 
of theſe places buptized afierwards when they came to acknow-« 
lege Jeſus '© be-the Son of God, and Savicar of the world, ap» 
pears by Atty 2:44, where we (hall nd, that at /eraſalers it 
(elf, there were upon the hearing of Peter, and their gladly '{ 
ceiving the word, no leſs then about three thouſand baptized 
in one day. Now let it be conſidered, how improbable it-is; that 
fince the Inhabitants of Jerwſalem 1nd ail /ndes were baptized 
of John, that theſe three thouſand at Jerw/alew only, and that 
in one day, ſhould be converted and bap'ized, and yet not any 
one of them be of that number which ob» had baptized be» 
fore. Bc(ides, whereas it is ſaid, that they that gladly received 
his word were baixized, it mult be ſuppoſed, eicher x. That 
not one of all the Jews which were baptized of 7obn formerly, 
did now gladly receive the word ; elſe 2. That ſome of 
them which had been baptized by [obn, were now again bepti- 
zed upon Peters preaching, For when it is ſaid, They that glad- 
ly received his word were baptized, we have reaſon to under- 
and it of all that did ſo receive it, for bere is no exception 
made of ſuch as had been baptized by 7ebn, as indeed there is 
pot in any other place, If then it be no wayes probable, that 
in {lo great and eminent a coming it of the /ews to the Golpel, us 
this was, but that ſome of thoſe who had been formerly bapti- 
zed into the expeRation of Chrift, did now gladly receive the 
word of the Goſpel, by which.even Jcſus Rood declarcd to be 
both Lord and Chriſt, then it cannot but be ſo , that 
even ſome of them whom Jobs baptized were afterwards bap- 
tized again, that there is ſcarce place left for ary; contrary 
thoughts. 

2, As there is this reaſon te prove that it was (o, fo there is 
reaſon alſo to prove why it ſhould be fs : For their being bapti- 
28d by lob» unto him that-was to come as the Meſſiah, whe 
as —_ known by chem, did not prove, us the event declares, 
cither apy effcual means by which to own and acknowledge 

| him 
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him for ſuch wher! he was 4208 to diſtinguiſh them from 
tuch who did rejeRt bip, which yet arc two principal ends of 
Baptiſm, For whercas all the /ews in /uden, x0d thoſe parts, 
di _ reccive /olw 8 Baptiſm, as being under great ex+ 
p:Rations of an immediace appear ing of the Meſſiah,and which 
they notioned to themſelves as 00e thut ſhould come in a0 out- 
ward (tate and glory ; yet when he was come, und they found 
him who wes preſented to them for the McHiab, to be none 0- 


What he bath ſeen and beard, that be tefti 
ceiverh bu teſtimony : meaning that very few did. /ob» 5. Chriſt 
ſpeaking to the /ews of [obs faith, that they were willing for 4 
y 0s 4nd in bu light, ver. 35. but ſpeaking to the time 
perſons concerning himſelf, ver. 38.faith, For whom be ( vis. 
God ) bath ſent, bim ye believe not, See Iſai,y3.1. lobn 12:37, 

8. Though all the /ews y did look tor « Chr (i, yt bur 
tw of them did acknowledg Jeſas ro be the Chriſt, If then the 
generality of thoſe that were baptized by /obn unto Chriſt then 
to come, did rejeRt him when he was come, then certainly the 
Baptiſm which was received from Jobn, could be no diſtinguiſh» 
ing mark, or charaReriſtical badge of the Diſciples of Cheilt ]e- 
ſus, or that by which their publick and profefied owning of him 
could be reckoned : and therefore by bow much it was necefla- 
ry that the Diſciples of Chriſt ] eſus (ſhould be diſtinguiſhed and 
knowd from thoſe that believed not in him, and ld. pub- 
ly profeſs and own Jeſus to be the Chrift in 8nd by Bepiitm, 
( which yet will be found to be none of the leaſt ends. Dt Bap- 
tilm) by (o muchric ſeems neceflary, that choſe that were bap- 
tiſed by febn, ſhould aficrwards be baptized xgain when they 
came to own Tefus for the Chriſt of God, + , 

3. Ochers there are which conceive , that the reaſon -P 
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theſe rwelve Diſciples at jo baptized again 
their hezring the Goſpel from Paul, notwithftzndi had 
been formerly bapt'z:d uato ſebn: Baptiſm, was, of 
ſome errour committed in their Baptiſm, As 1, That they were 
baptized into the expeRation of Chrilt to come, after the time 
in which he was «Qtually come, And 2. That they had not 
been bapt:z<d in che Name of the H: 1y Ghoſt, as they ought to 
have been according to the Comm Nlizn of Chriſt on that be- 
balft, Afarth, 28.19, when us they were (a5 is foppokd) bap- 
t.z<d after chis Commiſſion was on too', 

1. That they were bapt:z.:d unto him that was to come #s the y 
urdcrftocd, zppcars in that they were bap. zcd unto Jobus brp» 
tiftr, the cenour where: of was nn invitirg them to brlieve on hum 
that was to come a Pax! here uſlerts, ver. 4. 

2. That they were not baptz'd in th: Name of the Holy 
Gtoft, gathered from their own words, by which they de- 
claro that they blad wot ſo much a1 brara, Whether there were any 
Holy Ghoſt, ver.2. 

3. That they were bapt'z d after ſuch time in which Chiift 
was zQually come, had ſuffered, was riſcn again, and had de- 
livercd that Commiſſion of bape z ng in the Name of the Holy 
Ghoſt, us well as the Father and Son, is gathered ty con pa» 
ring ſeveral things together, As 1. That thiy were 1: Fabi- 
tants of Epbeſus, ard tt exc fore ptobably xs /obn» was nevir there 
to bipcize them, fo neither werethey ever where 7obn was, 
to be bapt z-d of him, Burthat's. In probability they were 
baptiz<d unto [bas Baptiſt by a Fpollos while be was mt E- 
phoſas, which was long aftcr the Atcerfion of Chrift, and his 
Commiſſion to bapt 2+ in the Namt of the Holy Ghoſt : The 
probability of their being b: ptiz:d by eFpelsr is mide out by 
theſe things cor.fifered conjanR.vely, 1. That Apoiler was 
z man who greatly endeavoured the making of Diſciples to that 

which be bimſclf prok fied, as » Att 18, 25, 38. 

I +3+$. 3, That _ _ w_ #'z he being fervent 
in Spurit, eloquent, and mii in the Scripravres, tanght dib- 
peel the Way of the Lord: only ſo far a wat agrodaby to the 
aptiſm of Joby, until after Aquila and Priſcila had privately 
better 1 ed him, 48: 18. 25, 26, And therefore g. It 
13 
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rat baptiac them according to [obus manner z0d form of 
= 
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w whether you take this to be the ceaſon of their re- bipti» 

tion, or whether the former, it will amount much to the 

ſame 29 concerning that which t would gacher from this exam- 
t-, 

For 1, Ifthoſe which were baptized by [obs him(ſels, were 
afterwards baptiz:d again when they came to own Jcſus to be 
the Chriſt, and that beczaſe their former Bipriia was infutfi- 
ent in reſpeR of important ends of Baptm, and in par- 
ticular in reſpeR of afſertiag Jcſus to be the Chriſt, « priocipel 
end of Baptiſm,then thoſe that cone aRtus)!y to belicve,cught to 
be then baptized, notwithſtanding any Baptiſm they r<ceived in 
their infancy, becauſe ſuch cheir Intnt Baptiſm, was altog:» 
ther inſufficicac as unto ſeveral weighty ends of Buptiſa, as 
hath been abuadantly declared jo the former part of this cur 
diſcourſe, For where there are the ſame reaſons of things 25 
here, there ought the fame things to be done and praftiſed ; I 
mean in chings of this nature» 

Or 2. If an crronious adanniftration and rec<ption of thetc 


welve Diſcipl-s Baptiſm, was the reaſon of theu Revbap! 24- 


av the other opinion holds, then there '$ like rezſon Ike w:te 

thoſe who have been baptized in their 1atwocy, (ho | | not- 
thuc, be baptized when they come to repent and 
becauſe that mftent» 24 micaitration, net 10 the 
deeply crronious us us thoirs, us 


us as my jadgment doth awch rather 
the former opinion then this later, as touching the 
theſe Diſciples were re-bapt zed 5; | (hall there- 
here give this further account thereut, And fo far as I can 
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fore 

ive, upon a ſerious conhideraion of things, « re-bapt' 212; - 

neceflacy in thoſe thar bad been baprized by Jobr, 

excopted us a cafe exrr:ordinary } 'im order to their 

the Holy Spiri. For we thall find, chat not the 
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baptizing of men inte the Cedtionof Che to come, bad 
the promiſe of the Spirit, but the baprizing of them into" the 
faith and acknowledgment of Chrift come, and of Icſus ro be 
that Chriſt, and ſo conſequently that obs Baptiſm had no ſuch 
promile annext to it as Chrilt's Baptiſm had on this be» 
half, 

1. That Jobns Baptiſm had no ſuch promite of the Spirit, ap» 
pears by his own acknowledgment and aflcriion, in which be 
makes this very difference between his own Baptiſm, and the 
Baptiſa of Chriſt, viz, that his was but « Baptiſm of Water 
unto repentance, but that be which ſhould come after him, ſhould 
baptize With the Holy Ghoſt, Matth.3. 11 Nay, Mark hath it 
thus, which is ſomewhat tuller: / indeed bave baptized you With 
Water, but be ſhall baptizs you With the Holy Gboſt, Mark 1. 8. 
His manner of ſpeaking ſcems to import, as if he intended heres 
by to beat them oft trom any « xpeRation of the Spirit, upon the 
account of his Baptiſm now they bad received & ; and co put 
them upon the expeRation thercot, from and by the Baptitm of 
Chriſt when he ſhould come, 

2. The Apoltle Peter (accompanicd with the reſt of the A- 
p-ltks herein) addrefſing himſclt to that great multitude thac 
hcard him preach at Jerw/alem, xdviles them in order to their re- 
ception of the Holy Ghoſt, to repent and to be baptized, and that 
every one of them in the Name of the Lord Jeſms, Ati 2.38. 

Confider now who theſe were to whom he gives this ad- 
vice : And we ſhall find, that it was the wwltitade, us they are 
called, ver.6, that came together, flocking doubtlefs from all 
parts of the City upon occaſion of that miraculous wonder of 
tiery cloven tongues, ſiting upon the Apoltles, and of their 
ſpeaking with ſtrange crongues, When this was noiſed abroad, us 
there it 1s ſaid, And can any man imagine, that when as but 
about four years before this, the Inkabitancs of this City gene- 
rally went out to be baptiz d of /ebn, and now as generally 
came together to hear and fe this wonder, that yet none of them 
tha' cow came together, ſhould be of that number that had been 
bapt'z'd by Jobw? Surely ſuch a thing will cot be any mans 
thought, or ifit ſhall, yet will not be believed amonglt coofi- 

-ring men. And yeteven theſe, notwithſtanding their baving 

ca 
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been baptized by Jobs, ure and exhorted now afreſh, 
be baptized, and that EFERYT ONE of thew in 


t9 repent and 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus, for remiſſion of ſins, und are there« 


upon aflured, that they ſhall receive the x ft of the Holy Ghoſt : 
Their bring baptized then in the Name ct the Lord Jeſus, was 
n<ccflary to render them meet to rec. ive the Holy Gholt, nos 
wi'hſtanding their former Baptiſm by /-b». 

3. If things be well weighed, 1 conceive ic will be found, that 
theſe ewelve Dilciples at Epbeſ#s were bape z:d again, though 
they had been baptized formerly unto Jobws Baptiſm, upon this 
very account eſpecially, and in order co this very thing, viz. 
their receiving the Holy Ghoft. 

For 1, The manner, form, and import of Pa»/: queſtions, 
or demands to them, and their an{wers to him, do imply, that 
2s it was common for the Spirit ro be given upon the reception 
of Chrilts Baptiſm, ſo alſo that ic was not wont to be given 
upon the zxdminiftration of Job»;, For when Pax! qurics, 
Whether they bad recrived the Holy Ghoſt ſince they bad believed, 
ver.2, And ſo when he again demands upon cheir declaring 
they had not, Unto What then they bad been baptized ? ir plain- 
ly implies, that Pa»/ did verily expeRt that they ſhould have 
received the Holy Ghoft upon their bei zcd, until be was 
informed that had been beptized cody unto Jobs; Bapriſm, 
And not onely bur that queltion of his, Vers Wheat then 
Were je baptized, ſince ye have not received the Holy Ghaſt ? does 
alſo imply, that Pas! very well knew, that there was a Bap- 
tiſm which was not accompanied with the giving of the Spi- 
rit s and therefore the end of his queſtion was to know, Unto 

their reſolu. 


which Baptiſm they had been bapeizcd : and u 
tion of the Caſe, hewing that they had been beprincd only unco 
Zobn; Baptiſm, the truce reaſon was diſcovered why they had 
not received the Holy © h-ſt ; as Lring that which did not uſe 
to follow apon Jeb»; Baptiſm ; the which appears hereby, in 
that they knew 7obns Bapriſm, and che manner of ic, chey them» 
ſelves being baptized thereunto ; and yet they had not ſo much 
as heard that there was a Holy Gholt, to wit, exrant in the 

any ſuck terms, us Pes/r queſtion unto them did 


world upon 
import z of which ſurely they could not have been ignorant, if 
the 


UM 


the Holy Ghoſt h1i been 4, | vouchſafed unto men with. 


cut any other Baptilm ſave that of 7oby, 

3, That chcir re-baptizing, or their being baptized in the Name 
of the Lord Jeſus mentioned in wer. 5, of Afr19, was in 
dire& order to their receiving the Holy Ghoſt, rhe thing firſt 
in queſtion between Pax! and them, may exfily be _—— 
from the connexion that is b. rween the 5, and 6. verſes, and 
the marters therein related, For that their being baptized as (et 
forth, ver.5. and their receiving the Holy Ghoſt, ver.6, were 
neerly related, the la'er having a dependance on the former, 
the ConjanRtion copul:tive AND, which knies b «th aatters 
rogether, ſhews. For ſo the words run ; When they brard the, 
they were baptized in the Name of the Lord leſwr. AND When, 
Le. when this was dons, AND when Paxl bad laid bi bands 
on them : which impor:s as much I conceive as if he had ſaid, 
AND when alſo Panl bad laid bit band; on them, the Holy Ghaft 
came on thew ; i.e. then or thereupon the Holy Ghoſt came on 
chem. So that their receiving of the Holy Ghoft relates, both to 
their being baptized in the Name of the Lord Jeſus, and. to the 
impoſition of Pas; hands : both which in their dac order did 
prepare and diſpoſe them for that receprion. 

To conclude this therefore : it then, men were to be baptized in 
theName of the Lord Jeſvs, 6a he emp rr] wr 
order to their Rei che Spirit of God, thougb-chey had been 
before baptized by Jeb ; then ſorely heve they need-40 be bap- 
tized for g avs dem who come to the acknowledgmente of 
the cruth, « bag $oarty baptized (as men call bapti- 
kr rage Frm ſuch cheir [nfan;- Bapcifem as hach 
been formerly evioced , doth not operate towards their re- 
ceiving of the Holy Ghoſt, as true Goſpel Baptikm will 
do. 

Come we now more briefly unto a ſecond reaſon why iris 
not ſate for any to ſatisfic themſelves with that Bapriſm - which 
=. {ue in their In'ancy, the i of -it 
that is, becauſe ir is none of Gdds Baptifm, 5; e, ir iznone 
of his ordaining, bat is the device of mans own hoart. As its 
ſaid of that Feal which /eroboaw ordained, thoagh-in other 
reſpeRs, it Was like wnto the Feaſt that Was in Indas, to wit, of 
Gods 
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approve it, 1 7 
Nallity ia cet 
"or gal 
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when chey were Latan, 


wah that Baptiſm they have 
ciſa whichss © calle , 43 a ncer 


—_—_ noc fafe for any co ref 


4- 
which 


led on watew 
$6.$1. which 
they received 
for which ic is taken, £4 i 1s noe 


the true external 
form of baptilmal adminiſtration is wanting in Infane. Baptiſm, 
as it is praiſed among us. For the exce:nal form of Bapriſa, 
is not a ſprinkling of the party baptiz.d with water, which yet 
is that which is uicd in the Baprtilen of infancs, but a dippixg or 
plangi 1 ws the jade + 
8, This appears # leaſt in the judgment of very who 
ſorend r that which we have cravilated beptizing pot 
rize z in (o muck as. Maſter Davie! Rogers in his Treatiſe on 
the ewo Sacraments, faith, that dipping is thu Which] Anciquiry 
cout antly and Without exception of Conmries, bot or cold, Wit- 
«th ante, And rvit is to the fame import ag rs 0" 
in the Dateb Bible, fo it is acknowledged, | aſſerted 
to be che manner of zing in the primitive time, to dip or 
bury che bedy under water, by Calvis himſelf on 4&8. 38, 
and by our late Aonotators on Rem, 6.4 Marth. 3.6, Bhdes 
Maſter Mead on Tit. 3-5. in his Diatribe, znd Maſter Thewes 
Goodwin io his Treatiſe of Chrift ſer forch 30 his dearh, Bee, with 


very many others, | 
by that which Buptiſm repreſents,” und 


Ss. It further appears 

that is the Death, Barial, and Refurr:Rion of Chriſt ; «nd like» 
wiſe the party baptized his death, burial, and refurreRtion with 
Chriſt, For che water in which men are baptized or dipped, 
is no more an Element for them to live in, then the earth is: 
Nay we know the Sex is frequently made the place of burjal for 
the dead as well as the earch 3 and theretore a being put under 
the water, is upon the matter as lively a reſemblance of ones 
death and burial, as it would be it one were ſo long pur under 
the carth, and fo conſequently a mans coming or rifing from 
vnder-the water, is upon the matter as clear and lively » reſem- 
blance of a refurreRtion from the dead, as if he did come ouc of 
the grave, and from under the carth upon like tergas.. Now 
then, thoſe that are dipt in their baptiſm, do f they znſwer the 
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which is ablolucely 
as of all other 
ner regs wn enter ett : 
wantiog, much more where are wangng,  (w 
loin infant Baptiſm) there doubtleſs is 2 rol deficiency, 
n00»catity of the thing ic ſelf ; which clewby is the caſe of 
tant-Bapciſm in reference to the queition in hand. 
tore be thut thinks to build aoy fuch thing upon that 
he hath reccived jn his Infaccy, which is 
to true Baptilm indeed; hath but air | 
darion. 
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He ſecond thing to be enquired into, is, Whecher bapriſcn 
H_Y ſuch per ſons, 
time, made protcffion 


Worch qu tion I mult necds reſolve in the afficmative,and 
withſtanding all that is prerended tothe con« 

trary, it is athiog neceflary, anda duty incumbent on-every fuck 
man and woman a5 bach noc been baptiged before, with a bep- 
tum duly ſo called, to ſubmit to, and take up the Ordininee of 


water- baptilm, though it be-D0t till long after the time io which 
te 6 vgs corn pokes of the Gojpel order 


Here 1 take account of what | beve 
betore delivered, Cn ennnts hen and- oo are of 
difference oaty 


the ſame conſideration, this endepred, vis. That 
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was the duty of all theſe Nations, being 
this voice of che Goſpel, as well in 

ing and b: licving, And by the way, 
Date of this Commiſſion laſted but during 

che Lord J cfus-in annexing | | 
ance tothoſe that ſhould putt 
on, cauſeth the Date hereof to ran «long to the end 
world, Match. 28, 20. which plainly Chews, that be 
have this Comauſſion of his obſerved and kept on foot, even un- 
yum rot ne ned this $ . of the 

A' ſerond- Gioand is this, Beewſe' Baptiſta being one 

Do@rines of Chrift which is ought therefore to be 
imbraced and by all thee profets ue Toh 


H 


þ7 


Lt 


Airſed.” And wherenw 
number; Define of J apri/avn ; 
it doth net weaken, but (trengthen the nuthoticy- of Warft- 
beptid, whdogetpechaenSeheyend «oy other Bepciſm 


+8 Es £8 2 


Snabeads codanes 
Riſed by all tw whe triiobe Diſoiples, will cot be 
gain-ſay'd, /in as cauch as er 'what time they pive-up themſelves 
ro him; 4nd in perticulsr mike a: folewn Drdication of (them. 
ſolves 10 him and his fervies by Buptifar; thiy ofc fakd th de- 
dlienetindeiofaw of WD * {a whe Matginel-rexd- 


Will 


Who 

, bach nor 2 Jobn 9, Though I willnoc tha 

very rg lego DoSine ot Chciſt, eve Are in 

= and conſequ-nce of _— I in 

Scriptures amount anto ; Dor in particular 

we now nk" afvvr conviction perti 

i leaſt chat we exo fay, even of the lef- 
they have atendengy in 


Injurftions peace 
can any man have, whoſe heart ſtands io aw of the Word, as 
Devidedid, P/al.11g. 116.) that (hall live io the tranigreflivo 
hereof, and diſobedience bereunto ? 


and 
_ is therefore neceſſary, becuade & is relative to the 
fats of mea. Thoſe in AR 2. 37. the 
ſenſe of thei fin and miſery, upon 


It is the ſaying of Chriſt the fairhful and 
£ xceps #@ man be boyn of Water and of the Spirisi be-«: 
inte the Kingdow of God, Jobn 3. 5+ By « mans 
water, and his being 
by his being b« | 


of the Spirit, his regeneration, ' Sev the 
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wherewnto even B ab Ne ſave a, not the putting 
INS the flefs, but the an/wer of @ good conſcience 
God, &6, 1 Per.3.21, The Negarive here, is not ex» 
clafwe,but interprerative, 5.0. when he fay@, Not the pertin 
of the filth of the fleſt, he meaning is noe, thee the oatward 
walking or bapriſm doch not at all contribute cowards ſalva- 
tio), Which is the effeRt here mentioned, for that were to ren* 
der water-bepciſm wholly needleſs, an interpretation which 
would fall foul on other Scriptures, a eomamw : 
Bur bis ſaying, ie ger wy rm br wg oe, 
is to be ander{tood, as if the Apoſtle had faid ; Not by that on+ 
ly, or not fo much by that z bur by the inward waſhing allo, 
and by the anſwer of © yr in ConjunQtion with 
the out ward aR. Itis a like form 


outward waſhi ———_ © — a__ 
the outward in , is, is #ppoinement, in 
order to the Salvation of men. It baptiſa ———— 
of that which khulds an Anzlogical Proportion with the a 
int of falyutioo, we may then gueſs, how necedl. ry 
isto (alvation. For if we the , 

it will ceachus, That as it was neceflary for that would 
eſcape drowniog in that Deiuge of waters, to enter into the Ark, 
which was Gods appoiatcd inftrumente of that ſalvation ; fo is 


it neceſſary for thoſe et Ee coma 
aod unbelieving world, to 25 being x» mexns 
Fedatned by God for ach an end likewie, | 
If then once to be biptized be a dury enjoyned every Didci- 
plc of Jeſus Chriſt, or ſuch as profeſs belict in bis Name, as io 
the fi —_——@_ 
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and followed, asin the 5, Js thing which ſo much 
conecrns their {alva'ion, 23 in the third particvlar hath been. ſet 
forth ; then nds ory his duty, and 
of this Dofriac of Chriſt, zxnd of this means of his falvari- 
on, totally to exempt him therefrom * Docs « mans _ 
his duty in other chings priviledge him in the negle&t of chis 8, 
Oc hath any mins long continuance in the profeſsion of the Go- 
ſpel, m»de that which was his daty long fince to have done, 
ceaſe to be his du:y now at all ? when as he hath neither alcea- 
dy diſcharged ict, nox wants opportunity yet to do it s Doubt- 
lefs, a/l (uch imaginations are bur vain t _ 

Upon occalion of that which hath {aid , whereby 
the falvation of men ſeems much concerned in the due uſe of 
Bapti'm, it is like a queſtion will ariſc ia the minds of ſome, 
whether 1 make Bapiuſa a condition of falvation, or « thing 
neceflary thereunto ? Since fo to do is looked upon, as a molt 
importune notion and conceir, in as much as it is thought a molt 
uncharitable cenfuring of many thouſands godly perſons that 
have died, and yet were not bap: ized, wich other then their In- 
tan:-bapriſm ; as likewilc of many thouſands now living, who 
cannot be perſwaded that ic is their duty, 

For anſwer to this quelti 1. | 

1. I deſire to make Baptiim nothing elſe then what the Scr; 

ture makes it, nor to put more necefiicy upon it, then what .t 
Scripture hath puc wpon it, an sccounc whereof I have in part g'« 
yen, and theretore thall reter choſe that deſire fatisfaRtion in this 
particular, to the word of God, to conſider what that makes 
it, how far neecfſary, and how far oct, Only in reviewing 
choſe Scriprures which have been produced hereabour, 1 (hill 
ons ger rr rm ons 3 
tilm taper where the G is z or 
at leaſt amongſt fach perſons that have long engaged in « con» 
ſciencious profeflion thereof, as likewite by thoſe that myke 
lighe of ir, looking upon it, cither as a thing indifferent, or; eg 
that which 1s bur little more z I ſay, | weuld have ic conſiders 
ed by ſuch, whether ic would be handſam, or aoy whic like 
conſciencious Jocerpretors, or fuck that fear to diminiſh ought 
trom the ward of God, to pixt fuch like conſtuRioos upp 
| the 


iſm it 
here 
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the Scriptures; which (uch an opmnoun conecrning 
reference t© (ach profefſors docs ſuppoſe, and which I 
point nt. Jobs 3. 5. Except 4 man be born of Water, and of the 
Spirit, be cannot enter into the Kingdom of God; i.n, (1ccording 
to their opinion) « man my enter into the Kingdom of God, 
that is born of the Spirs, though be be not born of water, A- 
grin, He that believeth and « baptiz,-d, ſhall be ſaved, Mark 16 
16, that is (the farclaid opinion being Judg) he: that believeth 
ſhall be ſavzd whether ke be bapriz'd or no. S» 2gin, when 
the Scriprure ſaith, Repent and b: baptizrd in the Name of the 
Lord Je(ns, ſor remiſſion of ſins, At: 2,38. thitis, (it the opi« 
n10n aforclud do not erre,) repent, and yeſhall have the rem 
fn of fins, whether ever you be baptiz.d in the Name of the 
Lord Jefus, or no. For cith-r this margling of;the ſacred word 
of Jctus Chriſt, mult piſs for « currant interpretation uf eh<1a 
Serip'ures, or «lic Baptiſm a.uſt be neecf{iry in relation to the 
ſalvation of thoſe that will exp & falvation in Gods way, and 
up D his terms, Whether they be fuck as have long fince ectred 
upon the Cirriſtan profelſion, or whether fuch who are yet to 
begin if, This mult be fo, unleſs we will ſuppoſe, that God 
hid one method and = of ſaving men in tholc times in which 
theſe Scrip'ures were fiift given out and delivercd tothe world, 
and anoth.r way now ; Which & wny men bath a mind co ſup» 
pol, It it b: ut his own peril ; for my part, | look tor falvatwn 
19 the ancient Goſpel way, and upon no other terms. For if 
wot one jot or title of the Law ſhall fail, til Heaven and Earth 
peſt away (which I am ſure is nocyet) Afarth.y.18, much lefs 
{hall any of the Goſp.l; For if the word ſpot-nw by Ange's (us 
the Lyaw was) Was Hedfaft, core. How bell Wwe eſcapes if Wrnege 
left fo great (alvation, which at the firff began to be /| by 
the Lord himſelf, and afterwards Was confirnrd by theſe that 
heard him? Hebn.2,3. The word of the Lord endureth for ever, 
and. this is the Word Which by the Goſpel & preached wnto you, 
3 Per.1.25. Therefore, addr not thou to bus Word, left be reprove 
thre and tho be fawnd 4 lyar Pro. 30.6, nor tat away therefrom, 

left G14 taks away thy part out of the Book of lie, Rev, 23.19% 
2. As tor thol(s, otherwiſe golly perſons, that are ſaid to 
havclived and died un-baptiz d, ”=_ you will ſuppoſe _ 
I cacy 
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they. reecived in their infagy/to hs Baprifn) I am far from 
judgiog them us touching their eternal«ſtate, if his fin of 0+ 
wiſſion of theirs, proceeded from ignorance and miſtake, as] be- 
lieve it did z #3 I would not judge thoſe who lived and died in 
Epiſcopal. and other Popiſh ſuperſtitions, whileſt orherwiſe 
tculy coolcientions, xnd men os n+ : Not dcubting but 
that the molt merciful God, winked at the dayer of that igne» 
rance, and did conſider the great diſadvantages they were under, 
as coming lately out of that thick darkneſs of Popiſh Apoltacy 
and Superſtition, and ſo did accept them, (finding their hearts 
upright in the maio). according 1s that light they bad, and not 
according to that they bad not. 

Yet thudly,. for thole perſons fearing God, whether conſi- 
dcred aus alrcady dead, or us yet living, that were in their times, 
or that yet remain non-obedient, (not to, ſay diſobedizaty to 
this purt of the Goſpel, upon occafion of ſome erronious noti- 
an or opinxon, by which they have been perſwaded 
that they have done their duty in refuſing Baptiſm upon the 
terms in which 1 plead it, when they have done the contrary ; 
though I will not ſay their ſalvation was, or is delperatcly 
hazarded hereby, yet I do believe it to be muck prejudiced here- 
by. Forto what degree Baptiſm when duly uſed, doth by the 
inltitative will and appoirtment of God, contribute towards 
tte ſalvation of men, (the contributions whereof are doubtleſs 
very conlidcrable this wayes) to the ſame degree mult they ſuf- 
fer prejudice, loſs, and diſadvantage in their falvation, who 
by any erronious opinion about Baptiſm, do wholly deprive 
themſelves of it, as they do who refuſe the Brptiſm of $ 
making, upon « conceit they have it alrcady, when us indeed 
they have nothing leſs, 1f any mans Work burn, be foal ſuffer 
leſs, 1 Cor. 3.45» The Apolile Peter (pexking of an abundant 
entrance that ſhall bz miviltred to ſome, into the everlaſting 
Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour, J-ſos Chriſt, Per. 2-11, 
viz. to fuch a3 have quit themſelves upon excellent terms of 
diligenc+, both to know the urmolt of the will of God concerr- 
ing-them, .and to do thereafter, us appears by the Contex'!, ver. 
5.9. he doth thereby imply, that to what degree men are re- 
mils. and negligent in making erquiry after the willof God, 

touch- 


contracted, made narrow, and (trai 

Se SnE DID CotnD 
i would ceaſe 
= ns > gr this diligence, which here 
the A ulcs for one. 

4. Bat us for thoſe that are, or (hall be regardleſs to know the 
mind of God here about, not ſearching after it, nor conſcietti- 
oully atcending to the means of light anJ knowledge wh.n of- 
tered, or elſe being under conviction (bill labour to put our 
the light in cheir conſciences, and this account fort de 
fund Sifouebnt to his Doe of rd, (pe in theſe 
times wherein the praftiſe of it is revived) I ſhall not judge 
them, (43 Chriſt ſpeaks of himſelf ; Tp word”, 
and believe net, I judge bim not, the Word that 1 have tbe 
ſame foal judge bins in the aft day, Jobn 7. 47 But hall 
lexve thera to or fall by that word which Except 4 


men be born of Water, and of the Spirit, be cannot enter into the 


Kingdow of Dot. and be that believeth, and & baptized, foal 
— — — 
ce condition ir believing, though ac D! 

—_— —_ A —— before they E 
1, Thar perſons did believe ia theApoltles tim-s before they were 
bapcized,& iſa was not thereupon the leſs, but the more 
hn ok brlioveſt With all thine brart theu , 
to Wit, be baptized, ſaith he to the Euruch, 4: 8. 37. So 

faith was then ſo far from being # rev{on why nl,” her 
be baptized, xs that it was the rrue reaſon why they ſhould. 

3. Let them futther conſider, that that bel eving which is 
{ufficjent to ones preſent juſtification when he begins to believe, 
ivnot ſufficient unto his {alvstion, when he hach the opportuni- 
ty of obeying other Commends of God and doth not, Fer 
though wich che beart man believer wants yi ne : yet with 
the month confeſſion u made nnto ſalvation, Row.10.10 
polo then, that x man believes io Chriſt, and yet ſhall 


we (hall fa 

SD eat iite tee men, Fatih rmmnchs 

caſe of many of the chick m—_ Jobn 13+ 43.). Chrilt Fl 
L 3 | 
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will leofhawatofbien bels.2 32 Faker wad his doly Angel 
So 1 {1 it you willwuppoſc that any man believes in Chrilt, and 

ſhell refuſe to pw on Chriſt (as they pur bim on who. are 
bo x d into him, Gol. 3. 27.) cicher for the home and con- 
tempt wh ch the woke catts upon ſuch. = preftiſe, or for avy 
other carne] reſpec, he may for ovght | can from any word of 
God »f{we him c2the contrary, fall (hort of falvetion ut the 
laſt, notwith(tandiag big prefcs b tick; Zewran. 14+ #'bat doth 
ir profit, my Brethren, though « man ſay be bath ſaith, and bave 
not Works / Can faith ſave him ? (rift is antbeur of eternal 
ſalvation, but it us t0 ſuch a1 obey kim, Heb,y g. And therefore 
ayes, He that ſball break one of theſe leaſt commands (us foma 
men notion Baptiim tg bs,) avd bel reach wen ſo, be ball br cal» 
led the leaſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, Hatth.5. 19. 

The premiſes coalde cd, it is to me matter of wonder as 
well as —_ nc lome (who otherwiſe x fir _ be- 
ing gnorant of the Seriptures) ſhould compare Biptiſan now, 
wk Crenncifon in th: Apoſtles dayes, ſvying, thec as cir- 
camcifies Was nothing, nor nncircumciſion votbing, but the keep- 
ing of the Com ents of God ; lo tobe bapuiz:d, or to be 
no. baptized, is nothing, but the keeping of the Commandments 
of God is ; wheo as it 1s the expreſs DoQrine of the Sciptures, a 
thing urged ard preſſed both by Chriſt himſelf, and-/by bis Ape=- 
Giles ; ard therefore fure the Commandment of Cod, For 
I, (wth Chriſt, have not /poken of my ſelf, but the Father which 
ſent me, be gave me commer dment What 1 ſhowld ſay, and what 
{ ſhould ſpeak, And I know that bis Commandment u life evere 
laſting, _-_ ing obſerved.) whatſoever I [prak thereſore, 
even 4s the Father hath ſaid wnto me, ſo I ſpeak, Jobn 12. 49,5 0, 
And Paxil thus: If any wan think bimſclf to be a Prophet, ov 
ſpiritnall, let bim acknowledge, that the things that I Write unto 
you, are the Commandments of the Lord, 1 Cor. 14.37, The Do» 
Arincs then of Chriſt, and of the Apoltles, whether delivered 
in preceptive form, or otherwiſe, are the Commandments of 
God, But now, to put 8n O-dinance of God (as Baptiſm is) 
which is now in force, and will be, [ doubt not, tothe end of 
the world, into the ſame capacity with circumciſion in the 
Apoliles dayes, the Date whercof was then expired, yes, and 


by to juftifie their non-conformicy to this rule of the Golpel, 
and DoQtrine of Chriſt, ; X 


As 
1. That fm ing to Seri extmpl-, is riot 
FL bo Lon pared bares peri Fil b:lieving, 


and not xs n6wit is praiſed by ſome; afcer the time in 
which they firlt began to believe and the Golcel; nor 
tro any, burſuch as are Babes in Chrilt, or weak Chri i{4ns, and 
not to {troog men in Chriſt, or yell Cheiſtiins 3 and the 
whert icis otherwiſe praftiſed, chererhit Baptita 15 nor like 
che Apoſtles Baptiſm z und conſequencly” js witt>bt rule, or 
example from rhe Scriptures. And fiirther, chat fince che time 
of ones new-birth or Babe(hip in Chriſt, is the proper ſeaſon 
for the reception of Bpriſm, and that every thing @ beautiful 
in itr ſeaſon, thar therefore much af che laſtre of cthaz 
O-dinance is loſt; when «dminiftred toold Diſciples, ard is 's 
thing as uncomely and in<.ngruous, as itis for's man to do an 


ation proper to a child, 
To all which Fanſwer, 1, By way of conceſſion, and do 


t, that rhe tice of mens new»birrh or ip in Chriſt, 
hiv gry bro ya yen roebags in 
brit, properett " Iminiſtracion : 
ahd (hat it was the afasl caitotn int les ritnes, toVige 


tize new Converts, and ſo ought to be praftifed in theſe dayes : 
all this is that which'l have atrexdy afferted over and over- : 
gy _ 


Objed#. x. 


Auſw. x, 


ty of all men, to remember their Cyrator, in the dayes of their 
youth, i, e, begia couſcienciouſly key 3 


[ iſparagement to the 
Ordinance it ſelf, that a tall and well grown man in the things 
cf yay mnt boar Hop pag tal; raepe ap? or is 
it | or him foto I it is 8 diſpar 

ph. for on that he hath negleRed his duty (o long, us bo Þ 
a diſparagement to him thac defiles bimſlf wich i z. but an 


b— 


" kis hotour, PIES, © ..- himſelf at laſt , and 
bis God 3 acts of conformity to the w:ll of God, adorn the crea. 
tute, Yea n fubje4ioa co « Door of page in. this Ordcivance, is 

a comely ching, cven i greateſt gcrainmency in 

the ns of Cog, Chrilt Jekus himſelf, though he was anoinc. 

ed With thu off of grace above bis fellows, yet he counted it no 
diſparazement co him, or thing in ic ſelf for him to 
be baptized : Swffer it, ſaith he, to be ſo now, for thiuw it BE- 

COMETH wm to fulfil all righteonſueſt, Matth, 3.15. As 

then as it is an aRt of righteouſneſs, or conformity to 2 

Law or Inſtitutioa of God to be baptized, it can be no uncome- 

ly thing, no not in one of the growth of Chriſt Jeſus biauelt ; 

bur without d ube, it is a fowl diſparagement, and a thing very 
unſcemly and incongruous to the profeſſion of a Ditciple of 

Jeſus Chriſt, our of a concei: or vain opia on of high atc2in- 

men's in Chriltianicy, toretule to follow hs Lord an4 Malter 

throvugh the water, whoſe attainments 1 za fare, were chen 
gi cater when he ſubmicred to this O:dinance, then thine ace ax 
the higheſt pirch, who cver chou arr that chus vaicly 9iſporeſt 
wi h,and fuuliſhly rejefleff rbe Counſel of God a;ainſt thy (elf, 
And b<cruſe it is ſaid by way of ilkRration ; that for 2 
ſtrong Chriſtian to be baptized, is a thing #* incongruous and 

uncomely, as ic is for « laſty man todo an ation p oper to x 

child ; I demind, whether « man haviag omitted to do that in 

his minority, wh'ch had been mo't proper for him then to have 

d ne, and {uppoſiag the doing of which, would have had an in- 

flacence upon him, »$ unto his accommoda jo3 and benefit, all 

the dayes of his life, whether is it ao uncomely thing for ſuch 

x man now ſ:cirg bis for mer folly in his former negleR, to 

do that cow ac laſt in order to his fature good, through the for» 

mer neglet wherecf he hach tutincd ,coo much lot already ? 

As for example, we know the time of c* dihbood, is the fitrett 

time and ſeaſon for the drink nz in the & it rovdiments of learn» 

ing; Fetihis baving been negl: Rt d by oae in þ 's childhood, 
and youth, it is fo far trom being ao accomely thing in dim co 
leantorcad when he comics to be ſer fible of his want of $kill 
that way, that indeed it is hes praiſe and com jons, that 
he endcayours then to fill up th a_ in order fo his 


benefit,, Even ſo, Baptiſm Ae, ſpiricual influence a 
Chriſtian his whole life, and not onl te rhe timen? 
his firſt cakiog it up, it therefore follows, that it = man was fo 
weak and injudiciovs in this purticolar, at the time of his rievy- 
birth, as not to judge this Baptiſm we ſpeak of neceflary, yer 
for him to ſec his former errour, COON 
wea': 1eſs,and fin of his, when he comes ro better ing, 
and reſolyc to be no longer wichout the benefi” & bl-ffirg which 
God hath put in this Ordinance, for the continuall good and 
b.ncfic of a Chriſtian all his dayes, is none of his vncom ly 
things, but that which renders him truly wiſe, both in che eyes 
of God, and good men, It was the duty 'of the Charch of 
Epheſn:, to repent, and do ber fir ft works, baving through back- 
ſiding and decy, Fallen benex'h ch:m, Revel. 3. 5. And (ball 
we then think it an uncomely thing, for a man co repent of his 
former negle#, nnd now ut laſt rodo that which huuld have 
bocn his fult work ? 

3-. Wher.:s it 1s ubj-Red , that there is ro cxample in the 
Ncw Teſtament, 3s ro adminiſter Baptiſm to gown Saints; 1 
zn{wer, that it chis b tree, then it is, becauſe there are no £x+ 
au plcs in the New Teltam: nt of grown Ghriſtians their being 
unbaptized, and (0 no grown Chiiltans that wanted Baptiſm, 
For that corr1u;tion of fuch a finful omiſſion of Baptiſm, was 
not then crept into the Church, and fo there wis no occaſion 
or place tor ach an example, And yer this exam; le we have, 
viz, of Cornelings, his b.ing baptized I ng utter the eune in 
which he began to frar and ſerve the Lird ; for bis religicn 
and devotion this way, was of that continuance and ſtand 
before his Bapriim, chat ic grew famous, 3s ic ſeems, through» 
out all the Nation of the Jews, though be himfelf was « Gew- 
tile, As 10.1,2-23, Ant it choſe who had been long profefſors 
of Chri'tianity, (a+ it appears they had bern of whom the A 


file ſpeaks, Heb. 5. 13» 10 that he faith, For che time 3 acds 
ro have been teacber1, ) bad yet need, becauſe of their is, to 
be tawght again, Which were the firft Principler of the Oractes 
of God; then furcly ſuch as yer never lrarncd all theſe ficſt -pri 

ples, but are un-ialtrufted in the due mſe of the dis 
nanc; ofBaptilm, which is one of them, and that upon _ 


8 
fa of be dulce hi way ai 
i pal, though ir be 


likewiſe need now to learn 
afcer their firſt encerance 


It becauſe we have no examples in Scripture, of old Dif. 
coll -ing ized;1 ſay, it this be 8 rcaſqn agiinſt anc. 
ent profeſſors thor ek eres Oppo ef. » When 
thithecun:o omit: be a3 good 
an ar bei of Charches, and cheir 


parts of the Sopper of che who gre un-bapriz:d ; for 
wh:reis ther any exim, Ie io theN :w Teſtament of any ones be= 
ing joyned in Charch-tellowſhip, & thereupon partak ng of the 
Supper, who had not been ficlk baptiz:d? So thut if chus Ar» 
gument be good for any thing, & is to bear down bock Cha « 
Nos $03 ollnman, s thing which would doubclc{ mach 
| lary wag ang alrcady fit too lools thit way, which 1 bu 

eye ſome chac have uſ:d th's way of reaſoning, did not fo 
well conſider, whilſt chey build ap with one hand, what they 
endeavour to throw down with the other. 

But about a wotk of rcforaiation after $ got Apoſtacy 
and general defeRion from the purity of Goſpel-worſhip, and 
Adainiftration, it is no good way of reaſoning, to (ay, that 
becauſe w-: have ao examples in Scripture of ſuch 20d fuch 
endeavours of reformation of abuſcy crept jato the wo ſhip of 
God, - therefare we may not thus and thas endeayaqur it. If 
ſuch caſes, it iz ſufficient that we have the Ociginal rule to 
direQ us, what it is chu Gad did_require gf his people when 
he fi it delivered them thoſe laws and tulcs 16 walk by, and 


TENT 


Rrations in all part 
coming out of their Fabylenifh So—_ ha 
to wo: k, they had never ſet upon the work of reformation, and 
reſtitution of Temple and Worſhip, as indeed they did. For 
had no example betore them, of that which they were now 
todo: viz. to re-baild the Temple, an4 reſtore the —_ 
M 3 


| [#4] 

cf worſhip, in thoſe particular cates nnd cirean ſtances pecu- 
lizr tothem, no, cor any particular dieRiorſfrom the law, in 
ſeveral of their immergencies, bur coly gereral wl:s of m_ 
Order and Inſticuction, And yet ppon the awhoriy of : 
Lyws, by which God ut the firſt enjoyred the erction of s 
T; wp”, acd th: uſe of frch and toch Ordinupces, th y pro» 
ceec to re-ed fit the one, and reſtore the orher from under their 
decsys znd difcontinuarce, though in the doing chercof, the 
had no more P. ophets, or other extraordinary m1 ans to dir: 
thee, then we ! 216 now in our work of reformation and re- 
{:j:utzon of Goſpel- worſhip =_ order, _ & that jo thus 
doing, they did nothing bur what was their duty, appears by 
this. inths when they defited from the work, and God rat- 
fed nz rwo Prophers, Haggs, and Zechariah, they dowroright+ 
ly te; rove thera from the Lord tor letting their band (lack from 


the work, and not proceeding as they hr begun, Hay. 1.3,4- | 


&c, Which clarly argues, thit it wos their Cuty to have gone 
on, #5 Wcll a5 to have begun, though God had raiſcd them v 
no ex'raordinery Prophets co affiit chem ; and that their fi, 
endcavecurs tacin, wereapproved of God, us their aficr de me 
Ings were reproved by ig. _ And therefore, theſe thirgs well 
conſidered, 1 ſhculd rather think, that fuch perſors, w! o having 
begun, +51 made ſome gord” pri grefs it the work of reformg=. 
tion o:her wiſe, butin this of Baptiſem ſack their hards from the 
work, ſhould much rather « xpc& to be ſhargly rep oved from 
God with theſe Jew, for beirg partial ard remiſs in this work 
oft the Lord, thea to be indulged in the regle& of this duty 
ppon 4 pretcrice that the ſeaſon thereof is over with thiew, 
Thu people ſay, (taith the Prophet) rhe rime & not yet come, 
the time in Which the Lords bonſe ſhould ts builr, Heg. I 2. 
But our prefene Oppoſers, ery on the other hand, ſaying, the 
time is now paſt, in which the Lords Bzp'ifan ſhould be «d- 
miniſtred to them, 


A ſecond 


S444 bf 
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4 ſecond Obyeftion againſt the 
of 4 f ”m 
He 


Nather agrinft cheir ree:iving Baptiſm who have 
A profeſſed themiclves roms ts Jeſus Chriſt 
o:herwile, is this, vis. becauſe by ſuch « long continu:d courſe 
notiee!; wr reared. Fer Bepefar hain Cletkiens vi 

we preverf zpeiſa « Chriſtians viſt 

ble tranfition or paſſing from under bis former prof. ffion, man. 
ner of worſhip, nnd converl «tion, into « oew condition in theſe 
reſp:Agx, and that whereby he does engage to renouner, for- 
ſake, and difcliim the —_ bue - coneinge _ ia the 
ipping, ' ing him, 10to whoſe N<me h: 
qa ry week comes to paſs, thit wh-n any men-or 
women heve by a continued, conſt int, «nd publick _—_— 
of repentance trom dead works, and faich towards , and 
love towards men, given up their names ro God, znd to } ſus 


Chriſt, and declared themſcives his (crvancs ; henee it comes ty 
paſs, ſiy they, that the foref1id ends ard uſes of Baptiſan are 
lafficiently provided fr by ſuci x profeffion, and cool. q ently 
Baptiſan to ſach is needleſs, and unneeef{iry, beewſe Baptito, 
a$ all other things, is nec.ſlvy only in 1efpeRt of the cody 
whereto it ſerves z and therefor: where the ends of 4: are ut, 
tained, it ſelt being the mens, cexkis to be any further vie. 


tul. 
T be eAu/wer, 


To this Tanſw.r, t. By demanding, that if che ends of Bap» 
tiſm, or the ſame things for the ſ1ke of which Eaxpciſm wes or. 
dained, co.11d be a:tained by x Chriſtian prot Aim without Bap- 
tilm,how came it to pals thea thar God dd ever inſtitug* and or. 
dain Baptiſm at all ? For ſuch x Chriſtian proteffivn xs is ſpoken 
of, will be: granted,1 ſuppoſe, to be every mans duty, wherher he 
b2 baptiz d or no. And (urely where the fame end is fufficiently 
provided for by one means, God _ woncto +_—_— 

3. Lact, 


bepining of Poſs 


Auſw'y 1.) 


[46] 
+ ther, for he miles nothing in vain. It is upon this priociple 
truth T conceive, that the Apoſtle argaes che ioſufficiency 
theLuwy to accompliſh the ſame end for which the Golp.1-i 
given, viz. in chat ke did ord»ia and make the Goſpel, nut» 
withſtanding the b:ing of the Law, If there bad bren @ Law 
given, which could bave given life, werily righteouſneſs ſhould 
have been by the Law, Gal, 3, 11, And agein, 1/ that firſt Co- 
ven ant bad bren faultleſs, then ſhewld mo place bave been ſought 
for the ſecond, Heb. $8.7 Upon the ſame account may we lay, 
If the ſame ends which God jnrcads to b-ing about by Baptdm, 
co 11d have beca attained (upon the Gm; terns of wiſdam and 
goo jnc(s) by the Chriſtian prot flion mentivacd, and by this 
only, then bz would never have lexwied this ather mcans of 
Baptiſa coo for the (ame purpoſe 2 it argacs weakneſs and de- 
ficicncy in thole that out-merch their ends with means. And 
the: eface to ſay, that the ends of Baptila be as commod i» 
ouſly attained without Bapriſe in the Chriſtian profeſſion 15 
with.ic, is to rcfi.& x foul diſparagemcne upon the wiidom of 
God in his initituting and making Bapuſa, or giving it an 
being at all. Bur let God be trus, aud every mas 6 lyar, t 
let the fook(hneſs of God be eſteemed (as indeed it 15) wiſer 
then men z «nd fo let the ſhamecand di which ſome 
have unawarcs SGI fall upon cheir 
own hearts and faces in humiliation before him with whom they 
have ben ſo un-becomingly bold. - 

But ſccond, 1 demand further, how ic comes to paſs that 
Baptiſm and the protefiion of Chiiltiznity are divided,-and 
that Ba, t ſm is excluded che Chriſtian proteflion ? For what 
do they clfe ſay incfeR, who (ay the ends of Baptiſa are attzin- 
able by che Chriſtian Profeſſion without Baptiſm ? For here- 
by they would make the Chriſtian Profeſſion jatirely cempleat 
as to the produftion of all its cads without Baptiſm, and fo 
ramp aq Baptiſm no efſ:nciall part of the Chri- 
{tian profeſſion ; a thing direRly contrary to the Rireqm and cur» 


rane of the Scripture, which derives its petty-gree from the 
ſame Authour with, and aflignes its place and ſtanding among 
oth:r the principles of the DoRtrine of Chriſt of which the 
Chriſtian doth principally cunlilt, 


z. Iyer 


otherwiſe, do tand 
the ends thereof : and this I do af 


to the uſe of baptiſm es well as repentance, in order to 
faved, «As 2. 37,148. The like corjuntion is made 

= and greg rg eg > between 
regeneration >, }. Fo, "+ 3-3. berween u 
good conſtience hos pm Fg 1 Pet. 


21, wdall in order to 
the ſome common end, falvation., Now where ſeveral menrs 
God in order to the 


the ſame 
aay pretence whatſoever, nor 
Ca Gd rnd iged by nny pro- 
miſe of his, to confer the grace and benefic of falvation, «cr 
can ſack jo thit coſe with any (offi jrnt ground of coalidence, 
expe& it at his hands, EffeAs depending upon the coocurrance 
and cratioa of ſey.ral cauſes, are not to be upon 
theoperntiono' pit of them oaly, As there are feveral fyll:- 
bles that go to the making up of one word, fo there are ſeversl 
things which by-the z#p,cmmtment of God go to th: making df 
a man regularly cxpable of (alyation, as (cpentaace, faith, bep» 
tiſm, obedience, &:, So that as he that to hn{elf 
the wricing of ſuch or ſuch « word ing of ſeveral ſy the- 
bles, | a 7. in omitting any oac of them; - 
ſo he that propounds rhe putting of lumielt in:o a regular cape- 
city of filvacion as bis end, und yet voluntarily omi s any one of 
the means appointed by God for that purpoſe, takes a like di- 
re& courl? to diteppoine himſclf of this lr {9p 
of bis, viz. his regular expacicy of ſalvation, If God (hall pleaſe 
to ſave any man upon ealier terms then choſe which he hack (-e 
[+1 : 


[88 | 

a5 his crdivary and ſtanding 0s, and open Which he bath 
obliged hiu felt ty prem:te and covenant to fave men, 1 (hall 
rot ('o taras] knew mire own heart) be troubled atic ; bat 
(hall aCviſc Jl men thar pr ze their ſalvation, rot to ttuſt1o that, 
tut io expeR ſalvation frem God upon his own pr opoſed terms, 
that is in a w#y of doing that which her: quires of mention order 
thereunto, 15 David &'d, frying, Lord, 1 have hoped for bet 
{alvation, and done thy Commandment:, Pſal.119, 166, Fail 
obtains at tt.c hands of Ged, rot ſimply by b.liva g that Cod 
will do this or that good thing which he hath promiſed, but 
puttirg him ia wn hom it is upon beyirg Gedd in the uſe of fuc 
mca1's, vpon the condition or 1king place whercof he hath 
made ſech promiſe ; as likewiſe, by depending upon the power, 
g- odnefs, ard faithfulneſs of God for pertormance, in a con- 
{cicr.t'ous and obediential uſc of the ſaid means. It is ſaid, that 

\It w as by faith, that the walls ct 7ericho tell dow n, Heb.11.30. 
but bow 7 not in emitting ary one «f thoſe things which Ged 
cnjoyred for the purpoſe, though & berwiſe very deſpicable 
and unlikely to pruduce fuch an fc. And it may very well 
be queſtzor ed, whether thoſe wails would Lave fallen down 
xsihiy dd, it they bad compriſed tte City but fix tmes when 
h: hed «03nd fevin, or othe: wiſe had cmittcd-the blow: 
of ihc 12m korrs, of any other pirce of Solemnity which G 
hed com.manded »s 8 Secramental mens of atchicving that great 
enter piite, though other wile, there wes no proporucn of 'Ta- 
tural effic jeacy in thoſe aRtions, to produce any ſuch cFeRt, when 
inti:cly gertormed, 1 Put the taith and ubcdicnce of men to Ged, 
is many timcs g.ore fern in deing this or that at his appoint» 
ment inreferencetoanerd, which in it felf promiſes coikicg 
tc wards ſuch z prodeAt on, then it is in doing grewer waiters 
that ſcem more proportionate totLeir end, becauſe in fuch cx» 
ks it is a figne that God is more cyed, then the mexns. Where 
83 doub.lc(s, it is a great temptation npon.men, and oft pre ves 
a tomblirg tlc ck in their way, to defpiſe and fo to neg)t Ry be 
vfe of inch mcans 25 through te uſtitution of God would r ch» 
ly conduce to their p900s becauſe they promiſe fo little in viſi- 
ble appeararce, This was the cauſe why the Jer fun bled at 
Chcift hig:{clf, wheo the y law the lou nef30t bis condition in 


the 


Will 


N a44awan the Syrian began to ſtumble, when be ws co 
ed 16 Waſh ſeven rimes a oe for the 

that to be an unlikely thing to produce that effeRt 2 7 
bad thought, ((:ich he concer Elifba) that ſur 
have come out me, and bave flood, andgaled on the Name of the 
L1wd ts God, and have firuck bis band over the place : are not 
Abana 41d Pharper, rivers of Dawaſcur, better then all the 
Waters in [[rael, cc, 3 King. 5. 11,12, And indeed, 1 much 
fear, that the fect of many who other-wiyes 2n'e godly and 
wiſe, are taken in this very ſnire of ander»-viluing and dif- 


eſteeming the Ordinance of Baptiſm, b:cauſe i: is a thing, which 
xccording to out ward appeatance, is deſpicable, and promi- 
ſeth fo litcle. For from what :l(c can thoſe dimunitive expr: {- 
it 


ſio1s of ſome concerning it proceed F who ſay, that it it be 
« duty for Chriſtians not to bapr'ze their children; and to be bup- 
t'zed themſelves ; yet it is one of the leaſt of duties among ten 
thouland, And as it was from that low «oſteem which Nas- 
wan hid of his waſhing in Jordew ſeven times, and the impro- 
bability of it in his eye to: fc his clenfing, that made him to 
ſay, Arc not Abans and Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus, better 
then the Waters of Iſrarl t So doubtleſs is it from the like low 
eſteem which they have of this Ocdinance of Chriſt, rhat ſome 
conceive, that the other parts of the Chriſtian profeſſion, are 
l:kelizr toprodus. the« fs zidigned ro Bapriſc, then Bap- 
tifm it ſelf 15, Bar 3s many times greac weights do hang on ſmall 
wyers, ſo, the wiſdom of God hath pat much as to the 
ot men, in thoſe very ehings which many times ſeem in 
the eyes of men, that the excellency of the treaſure and'benefit, 
may ſo much che more manifeſtly be known to be of God, by 
bow much the veſſcl is and weak, in which it is 
And wherefore have 1 thus inlerged 7 bat to ſh:w , that 
Baptiſm by water, however by mens on of the 
matter to theraſelves, ic ſeems to be numbred among the leaſt 
of the Commands of God, or rather excluded their nnaber as 


to the profeſſors of theſe days, yet ring enjoywed by che fame 


[90]: | 
| A co the ſalvation of men, #s 
well as from dead works,. and faith towards God ; 
aod that God dothno more exempt or priviledge wy man from 
the one, theo be doeg from. che other, by any word of his, or 
whit mare aſcertain his ſalvation in the negleR of the 
one, then he docs in the negleR of the other, that therefore it 
isot mans weakneſs and. vanity, and not from any wiſdom re- 
cejv.d from God, to.make ſach an cleftion and reprobation a- 
mong the D-Rtcinesof Chrilt as ſome d», who whilz they ac- 
count the one abſolutely mo_—_ to ſalvation, yet do in the 
mean while w:th another cyr, look up 30 the o her as indiff-rent, 
needl.is, and ſuperfluous, as. touching any ſach need which the 
ſalvation of men hath thereof z yea. jadging them deeply culpr- 
ble (almoſt as muchas they who ſaid, Excepe ye be circnmei- 
ſel ye cannot be ſaved) thut urge: the praftile of Baptiſm as ne- 
ceflay to ſalvation; though io the doing t , they put 
no other neccllity upon it, then what the Scripture hath 
py'. 
>». Azthere is one commonend of believing, repenting, Bup- 
tiſm, growing in grace, and pericycring to the end; which is 
» {o there are ſubordinately, ſeveral different ends of 
Baptiſm ic ſelf : and there is allo « gradu:l acceſſion to thoſe 
Nt et eo ages FE ks 
in religioa. For it 
ſhould be for _ lake, that ſome of the ends of 


granted 
> map ns" er by a Ky ares. courſe of pro» 
ing it z yer that any afticm, that all the 
ends of Baptiſm arc anticipitaced by ſuch a profclſion, me thinks 


is 
NO 6 dhe ah, ons and operation of it, 
ruos parallel wich a mans life and dayes ; fo that though the at 
he tranſient, yet the Spirit.or. obliging power of that aR, is or 
lrg al mnoarinrs omg or what ever a man by bis 
| Sings imſclhto ; baptitmal cngrgement of 
bi+,  if.the tent of it be obſerved, hath an jofluence upon. him 
hy up Penn. And fo we find 
teaching the believing Romes,, to improve their 
roy aggro they, had recc;ved lang before, uno: their then 
pre» 


[91] 
pr:{ene morrification the tre 
— _—_ mqrenn— 2nd 
ns 1 ney br eng, cog x Cheri. 
NL NEILIEDT and deily bafioels, to an- 
(we, fultil,z1d mkrgood of ſubjeRtion and. 


echelon, 
near wy-wryan_ ren 
2. Oc cnd of Bapriſth is to confirm, ſtrengt 
in men, that wiickia ſome good meaſure they had before they 
were baptiz:d, Mn cicher do or ought «6 believe betore they 
are baptned, Warren rm 1 9 r ro 
be baptized for the b:ttering and confirmation of chac taith of 
theirs not withitzn ling. So men heve foune preſents and ope- 
ration of the Spirit betore Buprilan, in xs much us they ure cn- 
abled to believe before, For no man can ſay thee Fiſur v ret 
Lord, (ute) doth tf Bop) 
Gbos, 1'Cor. 12-3. And yet Baptiſan is to'be 
end among others, tees pen An 
i.e, 2 greater mealore and preſcnee of the 
they had, 44 2. 38, 39. Now then, unleſs char 
fors can come forth and fay, that they tive fo ach 
fo mach of the Spirit, thur chry ad no more ; | 
der{ta2d tr5w their protefion, though orhor wile orhoc wile never to ſad- 
[tantial and renl, I Oo gn, 
Caxtialy, they heave cuttripe Pulel,) cither 'in 
in opinion of their own worth, whootn ſoy they tave wake 
od, to wit, perietion of degrors, Ner' as thengh [44 «ls 
_ attained, tither were already perfett, ſyn Pax, Pu 


3.1 | 
Nownhat iſm, gh berreira i la tf 
of ies ends, _ orhers of thera ould be provered 


nes mr ens ne nn pwn 
the exrmple Nour rr = no 
need of baptilm, in reſpeR 


Deptilen wr vids, and an i" 
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needed it, yet in ſome ocher , we ſee it was oceeffary 
even in Chriſt himſelf, viz. as it was © thing, well becoming 
him to fulfil all righteouſneſs, and to od in this, #s in 
ry nn ny Inicutions . enen foot, Aatth, 
a5. 3. It appears the Baptiſm of Corneclixw, ard bis 
xe For though oneend cf Bay tiſty, is co put men into 
a regular capac'ty of receiving the Holy Ghoſt, as hath becn 
noted; yet God preventing this end of bap'iſm as nnto them, 
in cauſing the Holy Ghoſt to ta'l upon them extraordinarily, 
whilc the word of the Goſpel was in ſpeaking to them, and be- 
fore they were biptized ; the Apoltle Peter hereupon, is fo far 
from m this an Argument why they (hould not be bap» 
tized, or had no need of Baptiſm, as that he thince infers the 
res ſonableneſs of the thing, why they ſhould be baptized in 
refcrence toother ends, «As 10. 47,48, Can any was forbid 
Water, that theſe ſhould not be baptiz,rd, Which have receiged the 
Holy Ghoſt as Well ar We ?- And be commanded them to be bapti- 
zd in the Name of the Lord, 


O0by Hicn, I might «l'o hom what hath been now laft mentioned, take 
occaſion to anſwer anothes O2jeRion againſt the continuation 
of Baptiſm in theſe dayes 4 - which ObjcRion is this, That ex- 
pericnce ſhe ws, that Bapciſm now produc-s no ſuch «fcas, 
a$it dil in the Apoltlesdayes ; for then thoſe that were bepti- 
zced with water, w«re baptized alſo with the Spiric, ſome vis 
fable cffeRts thereat fr enſuing. Bur oo ſuch effeRts arc 
pow produced by that Baptiſon, which men take up in our days} 
for what have they more; of 4be Spirit who are bapr'zed, wich 
_ __ (us re ———_ are not ? 

| ve no mote, thento what purpoſe is the practiſe 
of ens devo | 4 
eAn;wer, To thislanſwer, 1, That by what hath been juſt now obs 
ſerved abauit :the bapryſm of Cornelins 3nd his Company , it 
appcars that baptiſaris nec: Mary for other {then to render 
mcn capadie of thoſe extraordinary receptions of the Spiric, For 
we chete ff e,. that baptyſq> was oecelary to them though. they 
ac. It his O yebowy were forgible 23aint the being of true 
y t taptiſm 


dayes, w 
_ » and received by them in 
I . 17» 

But as the ordinary and common effctts of believing, to wit, 
— -_y Foe follow n_—_— us well nz 
they did in A ayes, though ex'raordinary ef» 
ſets are ceaſed, or at lent ſuſpended, a3 having been vouchlafed 
for a certain time only, by way of ſpecial diſpenſacion, &veſfigne 
for the confirmation of the Goſpel-miniſtration whileft it was 
but yet new, Aſart 16.20, Heb.1.4 Sodo the ordinary, commen, 
and indeed molt (alvivical effefts of baptiſa where duly uſed, 
now remain, when as thole that were extraordinary, and by 
way of extraordinary defigoe, and of ſpecial diſpenſation, for 
a time youcſaf. d are now ceafed, or at leaſt fu 

N-ither were thoſe gifts which we cill extraord'nary, extr2- 
ordinary in point of faving benefi”, above thoſe which we call 
ordinar/, nor indeed <qual to them 3 for the Arciile bavirg 

of thele extraordinary gifts, 1, Cor. 12, 10, concludes 
thus in ver.laft ; Cover earneſtly the beſt gilt, aud yet ſhew ] unto 
you 4 more excellent Way: Ani what was that more excell-ne wa, , 
but the way of Chrittian lave and charity, of which, he ſpeaks 
in the following Chapter : the which i wantirg, though ocher. 
wiſe # man bad the tongue of men and Angels, and the gift of 
Prophefie and faith to remove monntaing, ytt he Would be no« 
thing, but a1 a ſounding braſs, or « tinkjing Cymbal, 1 Cor. 13, 
I, 2 
But 3. whereas it is dsmanded ; what have they more of 
the Spirit who are baptized, then thoſe who zre nor ? Though 
] believe they will not boaſt of their meaſures of the Spirir, yer 
I dare ſay, that if they have noe a greater preſence of the Spi- 
rit with them then others have, rs _—_— them with the things 
ard prog thew of God, to mortifie the deeds of the body, to laft 
a4 


yet were 
the 


the deeds of the fleſh, to crucifie their ofe Homes and luftt to 
ce: of {nr to belp their 
3 infir mi- 


fr 
4 
the, old world, te guid them in the "g 


ObjeBion, 


Anſwer, 


onfirmities in prayer 


in 
with that joy und peace, which is 
ry; it isn2t becaule thete andthe like ble(f2d effeRs of the Spirir, 
ar: not deducible from Go! by baptiſm, it cightly improves, 
butt is, becauſe they cicher ruſt a the workwione, wr do not 
exerciſe faith about - —_— and = Lew wp of God an» 
nuaxcd rot, or clicdonotfrequenly and fcri »pply them. 
ſelves to God for thefe ſupplycs from it, nor Rudy .hew they 
mayalltheir dzyes anke che beſt improvement of & : for other- 
wite,this O. dioence 4s not barren,nor is that a vein word which 
aſſuresmen of che Spirit that obey God herein, Indecd Bap» 
riſm doth-not' procure cheſe effets by any oatural efficiency, or 
by che work done, neither iruleed doth any other Ordinance of 
che Golpel ; but 102 moral way, It then there be thac a»/wer of 
« good conſrience, joyned with it, of which Peter (pexks, it 
will doub'lefs, give-agood account of it ſelf, us touchiog both 
what and whoſeit is. Letaoy mans heart but ſervehia to 0- 
bey God in this O:dinance of his, and he will find bimfelf ap- 
on better terms of confidnce towards God, to expeRt larger 
reccptions'from him then before he could do, elpecially while(t 
he was undernny jealouſie of mind, left he had not as yet ſoughe 
fuch and fuch grece at his hand,after the dac order of the Goſpel, 
I p:rceive alſo, that many ſiumble at this tone, as to con 
ceive, as if Baptiſm were an Ordinance and Adminiſtration 
pecvlar oply pncothe fi. it times of the Gofp:l, and not co con. 
tinuve , then whilcſtthe firſt Plantation of Ct u-ches by 
the Apoltles was in hand- 
Towards the removing of which ſtumbling block, laid in 
their way by Satan, I will not ſay much in more then what 1 
have ſeid, though mach more might readily be produced on that 
zccount, But 1 would demand of the confeicnces of fuch,whe- 
ther Baptiſm were ever at any time an Ocdinence of the New 
T:\tament of Jeſus Chrift or no ? And whether that New 
Teftementin which Baptiſo bath its place & ſtanding, wae nor 
the left Willand Teltament of Chriſt ? And if , as 1 ſappoſe 
it willnorbe denied fo to have been ; then whether it be noe 
CD Hh Ed ata / 
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lat Will and Teſtament of we Lord, and to 
which he buck left as part of the bis Charry Sopeiſn 
| reftament ”« 


poltle ſaith, 

Soveraign Lord, by whom he mult be ſhor!ly jadged, then the 
CC ———— wich men, when 
th-y are dead and gone? Or it chey will ſay, chit Chrit ] :fus 
himſelf hath made any alteration in this behalf, or char he ev:r 
did , + / amy Baptiſo to the elder brethren, viz. the primi- 
tive believers, with the excluſion of the , to 
wit, thoſe 0: her belicv.rs, which in their ve generations 
have been, are, and (hall be Partakers of like precieme faith, und 
of the ſame common ſalvation with them, 1.t them ſhew ic, be« 
fore they require our b-licf of i”, 

But it they will believe Jelus-Chriſt bimfelf, (which s farg 
to be b:lieved before them). he t:(tifies eone-rning ſuch Do- 
@rines, Rulcs, Precepts, Lyws, and Ordinanc-s, as thofe Pri- 
mitive anJ Apoſtolical-Charches ther tad and did emjoy; viz. 
chat they ſhould be HELD FAST bythe Glyches, and con- 
tinusd in the Churches, UNTIL HE COME, vi. umil be 
come ag#i7 at the-end of the world : for ther was hivir janti- 
on which hel n4uponthoſe faichtul ones of the Clhur ch or Thy» 
atirs ia oppoſition to ttoſe, who hid! begucy 1& decline and 
degenerate into corrupt principies and coRtrines, Revel: 
2 24,25, But wnto you | ſay, and wito the refÞ in Thyatira, 
41 many as bave no; tha dofirine, and Which have nor known the 
burden, batthat which ye have already; HOLD FAST TIL 
I COME. See the like concerning- the Churely of Zpbeſw, 
Rerel, 3. 3. ani the Church of Philadelphia, Revel, 3.11. 
and the Church of the Theſſalonians, 2 The, 2:15, Hows 
ever others ware looking after ether doQrincey then whats 
they had b:er-taught by Carit, or by hir-Apolii:s, yer ſays he, 
Autor you that havenoc this dofirine,, rac me nor yet cor» 
rapted wi:lany new: doftrine, I wilbimpoſe no further bur- 
den open you, then the keeping” of thotes ritings which you 
have beenairezdy: taughc, and/ ve rec:tived ; bur xs tor =_ 


£5 
ſaid he; Hold thetw faft af 153, As it was the will zod 
Commaad of Chriſt, that thac Church io the ſucecffivn of 
ics mcmbery, ſhould have contina:d a pure and ancotrupted 
Cha:cd uotil be ſhonld come again, fo t wis his will like- 
wiſe, thit what eycr Ordinances w- then hid, (and furcly 
Baptiſm was not yet «x'in& eccarding to cur Adverſarics 
own opunon, the Apolile Job» being yet »live,) the ſame 
were to be hc1d faſt by (bem, 1o the pure ulc of them, cyca unl 
his ſecond coming alſo, 
For Gcſp.1 O:dinances, (among which Baptiſm at leaſt 
io che Apultl:s dayes, is ackcowledged to be one,) 'did not 
die with the Apoſtles, but as the Apoltles were to teach o» 
thers the lame things they chemliclves bad learned from Chriſt, 
(Teaching them to obſerve all things Whatſorver ] bave come 
wanded you, Math. 18, 20.) So thoſe that ſucceeded the A+ 
poltles, were to tranſmit and carry over the ſame things to 0- 
thers that ſhould come after ther, which they th-mſclyes had 
lcarned from the Apoſtles. And not only ſo, but thoſe alſo of 
the ſecond remove from the Apoliles, were to hand over the 
ſame chings to the next Generation to them, and ſo from one 
generation to another, till CEriſt hall come »gain to put nn 
end co this Goſpel miniſtration, as at his firſt coming he did 
put a period to the Legal, The things that thew baſt beard of 
me among many Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to faitbſull 
wen, Who ſball be able to teach others alſo, 2 Tim, 2.%, Jult 
aS it was in [/racl of old, wh:a God bad fi & given them the 
- Liw and the Ordinarc.s thereot by the Miniſtry of Adoſer : 
thoſ. Ordinarces did not ecaſe when Moſes d to be wny 
more among them, bot one generation was to icſtrut and 
teach another the knowledge and obſervation of thoſe Liwws 
and O.dinancer, until che coming of Chriſt in the ficſh, P/al. 
78.5, 6 7. For be eftablifbed @ teſtimony in _— and ap- 
pointed a Law in Iſrael, Which be c d our fathers x 
that they ſhould make them hnown to their children : that the 
eneration to come might know them, even the children» Who 
ewld be born ; who ſhould ariſe and declare them to their cbil- 
dren, that they might ſer their boye in Ged, and not forget the 
Works of God, but harp bis Commandments, The W nt 
amene 


9 hb... 
ſtament of Chriſt then, LAPS is Kis' bleod, and cone 
firmed by bis death, x Cer.11. 25, Hebrg 10,17” H: that (hall 
g5 2bout to diſerv]. or zher it, to put out ut pit in ot his plete 
ſure ; and to fry this part of it remains mferer, and that docs 
no*, a5 touching ſuch things 2s ut the firſt Were cnjoyned Chri- 
Rizns 2s Chiiti:ns ; thouzh it (hoald®e Pax! himiclf, of xn 
Angel from Heaven that ſhould dv Þ, the Apcoltlcs woold have 
ſuch an one to be eſteemed accurſed, Gal.1.8,9, Rrv. 23.18, 9, 
And there is great reaſon why the Spiry of God, and the 
Servants of God, ſhould be fo ſevere agrinit thoſe alterations 
in the Wil :n1 Teltament of Jeſus Chriſt, which perhaps ſume 
men may court matters of no grezt moment, becauſe by weak- 
ning the Authority of #oy one Ordinance of Jeſus Chrilt in the 
minds ef men, the whol: Goſpel is in danger of being thereby 
undermined, :s touching its credit and «utho-ity wich them : 
For 38 che ſaying is in the civil Law, He that hath wronged one, 
bath threatned maxy : Or rather us the Apoltle James hath it, 
Jam. 1.10, Whoſorver ſoall keep the Whole Law, and yet offend 
in one point, © guilty of all; So verily, they whcever they 
be, that deny the continuation of Bipniſm in the Church, do 
in ect deny #'l che O. di-ances of the Coſpel, yes, und the 
Goſpel it ſelf z00,(as too many now 2 dayes have done; who at 
firſt began, bue where choſe Antibeptiſts do begin, } becuuſe xll 
the reſt, both DoRrine and Ordinances, Rand bur upon the 
ſime foundation, and by the ſame authority as Buptiſa it (clfe- 
docs s And he that thinks he way m»ke beld to flight the one, 
hath «s much reiſon (which is none at all duly focalled ) to 
proceed to deſpiſe the other z and it is « thouſand go one, bur if 
the Devil be 100 hard for him in the one, he will not leave him 


this or any other ſacred O-:dinance 


-Þ a, . 
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Ritution : For if yea-once give liberty and way to your ſelves, 
to queltion the Diviaity, Authority, or Perperuity of any one 
Ocdinacc: of Jeſus Chrilt, you ao more know where you 
(hill make 20 end, then he that opens & little breach to the 
Sca, knows what i's progreſs will bey or how for it will ſpread, 

Let this then ſuffice, as touching the reſolution of that quc» 
ſion, viz, whether ic be receſſary for ſuch. perſons to be bap- 
tiz:d, us have of a long it:me been rrofefiors of the Goſpel, 


they not having becn baptized ſooacr, as they ought to have 
been? 


> — 


—_— 


ef Word of advice to ſuch Who ave baptized, to in- 
gorporate themſelves in a Way of (burch- 
Fellowſpip, With ſuch on'y Who are 
bapt z:d al/o. 


paſs for curre 


ace, touching the- Ciipolal of 
b- Communion, unto which 


Now? 

having prompt 

their woacedGprch cam 

ho EN | 
cord with them? I mult coate 
cliaation and diſpcliftion be made Judge in the Eaſe, conli- 
dercd by it (elf, and as un-influcnced by my reafon, Judgment 


own part,ſhould my in- 
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and conictence otherwiſe, it would rejoyciogy, 
lezxft demar, reſolve it io the affirmative. when I cools 
mie wo p—_ ————Y 
I acknowledge, my revion judgment cxrry it againſt 
my aﬀction, to +. my advice in the negative 2 which rev 
ſans, motives, or coaliderations, are theſe, and fach us theſe 
whioh here follow. 


1. Becuuſe Baptiſm is one of the foundation Doftrin's upon 
which x right conſtictuced Church 15 buile, That the Dri & 
of che Apolltles and Prophets is the foundation of z Church of 
Chrift, in which himſelf is the chief corner-ffone, is evident 
from what the Apoſtle «f{erts concerping the<.hurch of E phe» 
ſt inthis behalie, Epbeſe 2. 19,20, Now therefore, ye are wo 
more flranger1 and forrainer1 but Fellow«citizons With the Saints, 
and of the honſbold of God, ard are built upon the foundation of 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſms (brift bimſeif bring the chief 
c:rner ſtone, 

Now if i: be demanded, whu Do@rines of Chriſt & of his Aps- 
Rlcs they ave, which are the foundation of « Charch/(tor ir is in 
r:ipeR of their DaRrine, 1 conceive,that tha Apoltics are called, 
the foundation, ) we ſhall find chem particularly reckoned up by 
the Apoſtle, #5 chols upon which th-Church of the Hebrowr was 
built, (which was indeed the firſt Church of Chriſt conſticuted 
by the Apoſtles, whileſt chey were yet together, preſeraly atrer 
the Aſcenſion of Chriſt ; and therefore n rale ani puctera ro ml 
ſueceeding Crnurches,) and they are theſe, Heb.6 1,2, Thevie 
fore leaving the Principles of the Doftrine of ( wilt, let ws goon 
to perfeftion, not laying again the FOUND ATION of repen. 
tance from dead Works, and of ſaith towards Ged, of the Doflrines 
of Baptiſmr, and of the laying on of bands, aud of reſurreion of 
the deat, and of eternal judgement, Now id this ergmeration 
of foundation doQrines, we have baptiſm ia che liſt, as well 
as repentance from dead works, and faith towards God, and fo 
the reſt, When che Apoltle (aid, not leyio; zgein the tounds. 

tion of repentance, &c. It is hereby man: thae rep:7rance, 
faich, baptiſm, &c. had been formerly ltid »s che tunndarion 
3 may , 
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may fre Chap, 3-6. and 10. 24. 35. 840d 13. 7.17: 24- 
It then the DoRtrine of Bap'ilm priftically in braced, was 
z part of the foundation of the firſt Churches, which were mcRt 
cx. ly built according to the direRicn of Chriſt Jeſus himſelf, 
wholc beuſc they were, ar.d that it wasihe DcAtrine cf the 
Apoſtle: , that fo1 ſhculd be, for ſo I cenceive it w:is, in which 
reipeRt Baptiſm, us the r.(t ckere mentioned, is cad both co» 
Arire 2nd foundation, i. re, x founcation l:id accord ing to doe 
R ice 3 I fay, this conſidered, it neerly corcercs all choſe that 
pit to their hards focreRt and -cooltiture a Chamech urto Chill, 
to do what ever they do there in 85 much e$ 10 them li: s, accord» 
ivgto ihe Original Pattern given by God, ard that in building 
they kave ous +0 part of his loundatior, Orker foundations 
(ah ite Ap.lilc ſpeaking of Churct-tuilding) can no man lay, 
then that w aid, Which w Jeſws Chriſt, 1 Cor, 3.01, that's, } 
iis£{ hriſtin bis dotrirez ſor be that abideth in the Dofirme 
of Chriſt, bath Chriſt, ar be that abideth not in bu Dofrine, 
bath h1mw ot, 2 Jeby 9g Acccading to which, we may allo lay, 
that they who ly rot the DiAtine of Chrilt for a foundation, 
do not lay Chi:{t for the ſoundation, Upon wh'ch acccunt, s- 
mong(t others, the Sy nagogue of Reme is denyed to be x iruc 
Church, ihcugh Chuiſt in his Perſon 1s owned amerg ft thew. 
But when I ſay, Chriſt jo bis DoRtrioe is the foundation, oth: r 
th. n which no man canday, 16do rot men Chiilt in a1] and eyes 
ry of his DoQrines, as it there cculd be no rue foundation 
where every DcArine of Chriſt is not rece'ved 1 tut according 
to.the Apoltle in this bebalf, I mean Chriſt in ſuch of his Do- 
& incs, which arc cl d the Principles of the DoRtrive of Chriſt, 
or the beg nniog Word of Chriſt ; which princigks, xe calkd 
the foundation, Heb, 6.1,2, This then being the foundaticn 
laid by the Apoltlcs, other foun ation, fajd be, cxn no man iy, 
5. 4. with any commiſſion or spprc bation from God, 

We know when Aſo/er was to build a Tabernacle unto God, 
his (tri charge from Cod, was 10 doevtry thing there atout 
accu: ding to the pagern Which God had ſhewed him : Look, 
ſaith he, chat thow make them after thiir pattern, Which was 
fly ved thee in the Monnt, Exod, 25.40, And to atierwards, 
when Solomen was 10 build a Iimple to God, he likewiſe. was 


10 
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Crier) 
todo it acreordiag to the pattern which David bad receoned by the 
Spirit, Ser pr_ wu} vTTTIpaderts Soy. 27 nar) hr 
ting, by the band of God non bim, 1 Chron. 28. 14,11, 19... And 

is there is not exaoeſs, Go and cicumſpe. 
Aion to be uſed now. in times of the budding a ſpuri- 
rual houſe uoto God, then was under the Law in thoſe that 
were typical, For us Chriſt is fairbful in el his houſe, 5, «, 
in all chings belonging to his houſe, as was Aoſer, Heb. 3. 2. 
viz. in his direions how he would have ic ba.lt, and the at- 
kiirs thercot ordered, as he received of his Father, (o ought the 
ſervants of Chriſt to be as faithful alſo in following their Oci. 
ginal pattern. For that exaRtneſs under the Lew, ferved as an 
example or ſhadow of Heavenly things, . e., ſpiritual or Gofo 
p:1 things, Heb,8.5. Who ſerve wnto the example and ſhadow of 
heavenly things, a1: Moſer was admeniſued cf God, When be was 
about to maks the Tabernacle : For ſee (ith he ) that thou maks 
all things according to the pattern hewed ts thee on the Mount. 

2. As it was a DoQtrine of Chrilt, delivered by the Apoſtles, 
that Churches (hculd be tonnded upon Baptiſm as well es other 
principles of the D. &rrine of Chriſt ; thar is, that men ſivuld 
firſt be baptiz2d, and then affocixte themſelves in Church Bo» 
dies; ſointhe {ccond zlice, we (hall andit to have b:eo the 


- practiſe of believers, and ſuch as ſubjz<Red themiclves to 


the DoRtrine of the Golpel in the Apoltles time, The firſt 
Church that was ereRed by the Apallles, 1 mcan the Church 
at Jernſak my obſcrved this method, A712, 40, 4), Thoſe that 
gladly recrived hit Word, Were baptizad, and here upon the ſame 
day were added to them, viz. to the Apoltles, and other Diſci- | 
ples, about three thonſasd ſoul! : and then it follows, that rbey 
emtinued | edfaſt in the aApoſiler DoGrine and Fellowſkip, andin 
breaking of bread, and in prajers, 1. They glacly received 
the word. 2. Wcre baptized, 3. Ware added to the Church. 
4 Contioued in the Apoſtles, DoRrine and Frilawſhip, and in 
breaking of b;cxd 20d prayers. So,that as their gla\(,m _— 
the word, preceded then baptiſin, fo did their baptiſm -n reſp 

of order, precede their addition to that particular body of 
Chriftians, and their communion and felewihip per in 
th; Ordinances of yhe Goſpel, 7 ot pread, As 
3 


The Apottle 
Roman: : 


turned Chriftiens, & were baptized, Row. 6.17, For that 
now is 2vident,thart what ever this form of Dofrine was, it was 
ſach doRr ne as was firſt tawght S- fuſt __ = & _—_ 
chem u order mts flians. was at 
x Ar which they ccaſed to be any the (ervants of fin, 
#nd did become the Servants of rightcouſneſs,( which mult negds 
be the time of their converſion} 1n which they are fzid to have 
ebry-d that Form of Doffrine, Now what reaſonably can be 
imagined to be the forme of doftrine here ſpoken of, which 
wes ſubjeted to at their firſt converſion, but that which the 
Scripture elſewhere calls, (us we have already note) the be- 
ginning do@:ine of Chrilt, or the Principles of the Drfrine of 
Chrift, or that Syſteme, body, or pluform of doftrine which 
was made up of thoſe fix Principles, wherein men were firlt 
inſtructed, and which were laid as a foundation of whar ever 
might be called x progreſs in Chriſtianity afterwards ? Heb.6.1, 
2. Theſe deheving Rowaens then, did not only obey the doRrine 
of the Goſp:1 ſimply conſidered, and in the general, but alſo in ' 
the formality of it, or according to that mechod »vd order which 
does 2 w the laws & precepts of it, of which an account 
ws before giver, That believers were baptized before their 
admittance neo {hurch communion, and in order to it, is clear 
enough ; bur thar any were admitced to Church Fellowſhip tes 
fore Beptiſm in the. Primitive tices, 1s «thing which rome no 
where appenrs from the Sc: ipture, bur is 2 thing void ct pre» 
cept or cxample from Scripture, in thoſe that now pradtiſe 
it, 


If then it was the praftiſe of b:lievers in the firſt times of 
the Goſpel, to affociate themſelves in Church Felowfbip, with 
ſach only Who were bapt,zed; a great inducement leſs ir 
ought to be, to all Chrifians now to go and do likewiſe, For 
the Scripture»injunRtion is, 7 # walk in the way of good men, 
and ro keep in the path of. the rightrons, Provi2.20, To be follow. 

as 


% 


Looms 
baving EE ET na 

was the greet praiſe of che Chareb of the 7 ale thar 

they made the Churcberof Jadre, ( which were 


in Judas art in Chrift Jeſs, 
worthy in that Chwrch, will be commendadle to any Chireb 


nOW, 
3. None are in a due und regular capacity of holding Church- 
Communion witha particular Charch in her «pproprute privi- 


Sel. 
That Baptiſm is the Ordinance of viſible initiation or ad- 


miſſioo into the univerſst Charch of Chrif, is x thing winctr 
ally hath been acknowledged, and is by Pedobapr' rhem- 

elves conftan:ly afſerred, and is ther which I have alrcud 
ved in the former pare of this Treatiſe from rE418 tx; 
6.3, and Gal.3:27. ro which I refer the Reader for fat; 
_ W hat perſons are, hen. 4 Ar account 
acceptation, uporr accoant of their #21 . 
&c. preceding their baptiſm, is ot octane # it 
: in 


aro vilibly nate meo, 
them according to rule. And if Baptiſm be the mans of 


ble zdmiſſion into: the Cberrh; and 'of | into 
{*brift, thizo thivend or tots exptfted wi | | 
here there ig opportanicy of malling uſe of it Oeterertis 


w 

i mme WP 

diary meas are ard and, met neyſetted 7 xk Peer 
to-belooked upon asregala 
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"I 
no not of the Univerſal Node who are not bapt's. &. For. 
men ure not {cft to their own liverty herein, but are tedup ton 
rule to juig by. And indeed ſhould there not be a certain tang» 
ing rule, ſuck 8s Baptiſm is, by which to determine when men. 
acc viſibly of the Charch aviverſal, avd when got j; there woult 
be « great deal of wocertainey, by what, how, and when to 
elteem theavy members thereof, 
Should;we make any thing<elſc the rule of this Judgement, 
we ſhould fiod our ſclves at a [trange lofs togive right judge- 
ment hertio. For example, Should we mike 8 m2ns protefi« 
on of the Chriftias R-ligioo io general this 1ple ; then the que» 
Fion will be, whether every profeſſion of the (brifian Reli- 
gion does tcnder a man reputably 8s member of the univerſal 
Cherch ? 1t pot (as 1 ſuppoſe it will out tc aſſerted that it doth) 
then the queſtion will be, to what degree a man mult profeſs 
before he be worthy that denomination ? And who is able here 
to give the rule unco his brother ? yes, or uoco himſelf ether ? 
but that be will be 6 danger of making it too high, or too low, 
ro0 Barrow, or too Wide, But now, if we take the rule which 
Gad hath firted to our hands, (Bapriſm I mean) we ſhall then 
find our {elves delivered from thoſe uncertaintics , difficultics, 
and dif- fatig{aRtions, yes from that un-evangelical arbicrarioeſs 
in the things. of God, which otherwiſe will of nc: fity and 
uns betsll us bereio..- For sccordiog to Scripture 1wle, 
all chcy, and only they are to be eſteemed vitibly of the noiver» 
ſal c<, who ſo far profeſs. repentance from dead works, 
faith towards God, and the reſt of the foundation priveiples, 
us thereppon to ſubmit to the Ordinance of Baptiſm, 35 coga- 
lves thereby, to be no the ſervants of fin, but 
thenectorth the ſervants of Jeſus Chit, and of rightconineds x 
I ſhall not bere repeat the proot of this, you have it alres- 


dy. 

If then nope are to be cſteemed as viſible members of the 
univerſa} Charch, bat only ſuch as are baptized, then none tut 
ſuch as are baptized may be admitted 8s members of a particular 
Charch, For it is altogether jrregular, indeed abſurd, to »dmit 
any into particular Charch- Felowſoip, who are not furlt vitibly 
members of the Univerial ; becaule particular (burches, and 

fo 


of 


of ir. For 
it is that mean, or only viſible door, by which viſioly men paſs 
out of the world, into the Cherch, from under the dominion of 
fia and Satan, into the Rule and Governm-ot of Jeſu: Chrift : 
That the Scriptur:cs do afligne this office unto Baptiſm, 1 have 
formerly proved, as I ſuppoſe, and is the yore and concellion of 
all men generally, a few only excepted of thoſe char profeſs 
Chriſtianity, If the o_—_ do in any other quarters of them 
repeal this mean, and ordaio another in its ſtead, or do aſligne 
any other b: ſides this to the ſame ſervice, I deſire to be di 
therein that I may know what it is, and where I may find it ; 
for I mult profeſs ay owl qnecencn of any Ren ng, Gong 
I have made diligent ſearch tor it. Nor is it indeed way 
and method to Jeavy more means for the fame end, when one is 
every way ſufficient ; as I have formerly ſhewed. 

Baptiſm then being ſo much of the general nature of the Chur- 
chr: viſible being, as that no man can according to Scripture» 
rule, eſteem any one duly and regulsrly # member thereof with» 
out itz thoſe particular Churches, or (burch-members then, 
that partake not hereof, cannot in due form of Evangelical Law, 
nor according to the principles of reaſon, be eſt:emed particu» 
cular Churches, or Charch-mwemwber: of the univerſal, bat cicher 
of ſome other kind, or at the beft of an un-eyang: lical form ard 
canſticution., 

4 This bring Gods method, order, and way of bringing men 
into the enjoyment of Church-communion, und Church priviy 
ledges, v44. through the door of Whos (66 duh det cron 
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obſerved ) this very method, and order of his, otght to be 
lacred od nymhor iolably obſcrved by us. For as God ir the 
God of order, and not of © - {of he hath commanded us to 
do ll things ; (viz. which he hath commanded in 
Aﬀaits,) decently and in order, 1.Cor, 14.49, Now what is ir 
to do ull things in order ?- but to do every thing in its due place, 
that firſt, which in order of infticution is firft, and char after» 
wards, which hath a rela'ive dependance apon that which goes 
before. 

There is indeed i beautiful harmony, end comely agreement 
between the wayes of Jeſus Chrift, O:dinance znd O:dinance, 
whcn cach of them is obſerved in that order that is proper to 
them, in which & I ſuppoſe, the Tabernacle or Houſe of 
God of old, was d, the Beauty of holineſt, or the Ordinan- 
nances thereof, the comely bhonowr of the SanAuary, us Maſter 
Ainſworth cenders it ; which yet were but « pattern of beauen- 
ly, i, e. Spiritual or Goſpel ogy, Heb. 9.23. and$. 5, The 
which ſpirituzl b:zxuty, being beheld by the Apoſtle in the Chareb 
at Coloſſe, he was much taken therewith z Jojing and beholding 
your order , Fc, Coloſſ. 3, To " Joying to behold your 
2 : which argues that this order of theirs was a lovely ob» 
Jeers 

And doubtlels, it is a duty incumbent aponevery one bof them, 
who have devoted rthemſclves to Jeſus Chrift, znd the Aﬀairs 
of his Goſpel, to endeavour as much as in them lics, the honour 
of their Maſter, and of the Aﬀairs of his houſe : und therefore 
if there be any piece of comelineſs or bezary more in one way, 
then there is in another, (us dcubleſs there is more in God's er- 
der and method, then there is in that which is but of man) it 
will well become the ſervants of the Lord Jeſus to be 2ea» 
lous of that, The belt way and method ot doing the beſt 


things is to be covered, as well as the beſt things them- 
lelyes. 


And as it is a thing very well plesfing uato God, to have his 


own things donein his own way and order, ſo it is # provocs- 


tion to him, to have his way and order negleRted, nod ancther- 


iotroduced inltcad of it, yes, though ſuch « diſorder proceed 
from no wicked intent, tut from inadyertancie only, The Lord 


our 


41 1h 


16) 
" our God ((aich David) mad breigh wpon as, for that ve 
bim not after the due order, 1 Chron, 15,14 
Tot Io pe 
it upen theſtambling wi'e 
then Gods order was. And ſhall we think that the Lord, 
Who hath ba cer likg a flame of fire, is not us jealous now for the 
due order of the Golpel, as be was forj the due order of ct.a 
Law? And is there not the ſame reaſon to tear, that if any 
Church now (hill cranſgreſs the Laws of his Houſe, that they 
alſo ſhall feel his hand in one kind or other, as well as they did 
in times palt in like caſe? to the end, That al the Churches may 
know, that it is be that ſearcheth the reins, aud the brats, and 
that Wil give ta every one according to his works : 5. «, that they 
may know, that he is a narrow of, what is done ja his 
Churches, Revel.2.23, 

Since th:n it was the Original Order of the Churches of 
Chriſt, in the midſt of whom Chrilt himſclfe walked, to ad» 
mit ſuch only co their Church-communion #3 had been bapt i= 
Ie I IIA 

taughec w appount t 
rn ne as the things they were to do, 
Titet« 5. 3 Theſe, » 15. 1 Cor. 14, nd14.%,) How does ir 
conecrn {ach as arc tudious of reducing things in the Worſhip 
and Honle of God to their primitive purity and beauty, to tread 
7a and not to deviate there»from upon any pretence 
whatſoever. 


ſrngbe 
* 
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pealible necefficy, - God accepes 

tunity 2 my > —_ to What they bave nat ; when 

they proceed according to the Rule and Original pattern, io the 

nemakt of their payer and opportnnby, Fat axe. io che and 
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in hand, vo man amongſt LS aldiOica a Cloſe cone 
formity to the original Order,” by. any abſoluce znd indiſpenfi. 
ble neceſſiry, or for want of opportunity, there a great 
varicty of baptized Churches in theſe dayes, whom 
baptized perſons may calt in their lot, and rake our their portion 
of Chriſtian Fellowſhip, and Communion, So that where 
there is z mingling of perſors baptiz:d, with ſach as are un- 
baptized in Church» Fellowſhip now amonglt us, che depurt- 
ing herein from the ancient Goſpel-order, is not by way of ne- 
cellicy (which —— to the Proverb bath no Law) but is 
meerly voluntary, and of choice, and therefore (fo far as I un- 
derſtand) incxcuſable. 

1 know indeed that ſuch things «s theſe, ſeem but little in 
ſome good mens eyes, (I fear much leſs then of right they ought ) 
who count men more nice then wiſe, who make a buſineſs of 
it to ſtand upon ſuch punRillioes, But be it ſo, that they are the 
leaſt of many among the things of the Goſpel, yet why ſhould 
they not have their (hare of reſpet amongſt men accerding to 
what they be ? What diſpenſation hath any man to deſpiſe or 
negleR che leaſt of the things or wayes of Chriſt Jeſus becauſe 
they are little > The Jors and Titles of the Law ( which were 
the 1:aſt things of it) were to have ſacred reſpeRt amongſt 
men, and to obſerved, Matth. 5.18. And though Jody. 
ment, mercy, aud ſaith, were the weighty matters of the Law, und 
accordingly ougbt to have been done, yet the paying tythe of mint, 
anniſe, and cummin, which were the lighter macters of the 
Law, ought not to have been left undone, Aſarch, 23.23, 

And was the tythe of herbs, the jor2-and circles of the Law 
which came by Aſoſes, to be duly and obſerved ? and (ball 
any of the things of the Goſpel which came by Jeſus Chriſt, be 
n becauſe of their lictleneſs ? Thiszis the preiſe of the 
faithful ſervant, that he is faithful in « very little, Luke 19.17. 
And it is the poſitive coacluſfiog of Chrilt himſelf, who knows 
what is in man, and what are the principles of his a&tions ; 
That he that is faithful in that which +1 leaſt, i faithful alſo in 
much : and be that # unjuſt in the leaft, u unjuſt alſo in much, 
Luke 16. 10. And therefore it concerns every man that hath « 
defire to approve himſelf a faithful ſervant 1nthe account of his 


Logd 
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Lord ad Mar Chr Jl, rome cnteecevenf hes 
t Goſpel-order ſoever otherwiſe 
Co AeN evns whole Gght is fo bed a7 that they 4 


not ſeeſmall obje Rs, or elſe they fo in-obſervant as that they 
overlook them. 


mighe be 
undaptized may bs admitted ro the Supper of the Lord, and 
= 94 not to Charch- communion whereof that is x ipe- 
part. 
6. I demand,” according to what rule or priaciple of reaſon, 
Jadgment, or wiſdome, any man is to ſteer his courle in his ſpi- 
be th eppoetaieyel? proceeding aria apurtenme felon 

e hat ing terms of clear 
and certain ſatisfeRtion, and ſuch as are foll of lights. In other 
caſes we ſuſpet them who wait for the twi-light, and wnte 
Whous the morning © 48 the ſbadow of death, a1 the Scripture [prakr, 
Job 20.15,17, Wherens on the other fide, He that doth righte= 
0n/neſs cometh to the light, Jobn 3.21. And whether thoſe chac 
decline x more lightſome and clear way, and chooſe that which 
is more obſcure and dark, may not reaſonably be ſaſpeRed to 
have ſome praiſe to promote which holds no communion 
with the light, 1 leave it co indifferent men to be.confidered. 
Doubtleſs it x diſtempered mind in z man, (that's the 
beſt you can make of it) when he chooſes uncouth wayes, and 
unknown for h's journy, when he may have ſuch as are ſtraighy, 
plain, and well known. : 

But now that the joyniog together of beprized perſons, with 
baptized iv Charch-communion, was praftited in the Apoltol'- 
cal Charches, is athing fo evident and clear, that I think none 
will deny; but that it is as clear, that baptized ard anbaprized 
perſons did in the Apoſtles times incorporate themſelves ioco 
Church bodies, I think none will affi-m ; however it will be 


found there is no reaſon ſo to do, and therefore now for xoy 
3 to . 


Obje.1, 


eAuſw, 1, 


C110) 


- cochuſc rather to joyn themſelyes in Church-communion with 


unbapriz:d perſons, when they bave a fair opportunity of afſo» 
ciating themſelves therein, with (ach. as are bapt-2cd, isar the 
beſt toprefer uncertainty before ecrtainty of Scripture-ground, 
io ſo weighty a buſineſs as is that of Charch-Fellowſhip, And 
where there is any flzaw in the evidence or ground upon which 
man aRts in matters of Religion, th:re will be & tionable 
deduRion of comfort and ſpiritual joy in the doigg of the work; 
becauſe allthe jay and comfort of any mans «Rios in Church» 
Afﬀairs, (or indeed in acy other ) does ariſe and ſpring, partly 
from the knowledge he hath that it is « work of Gods appro» 
ving, andpartly from his confidence of his begng accepted with 
Godin thadoing ebitg the laccr of which takes not place with» 
out the former. 


But ic may be ſome will here objct and ſay, That though 
it donot lic ſo fair and clear in the Seriptures with that degree 
of evidence, that uabaptized perions were admitted mio 
Church-Fellowſhip with thoſe that were baptized, as it does 

w— TIRE = ——_— _ 
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were Church members with thoſe that were bipcized, in the 
Churches of Galatis, and Rowe, For when. the Apoſtle faith, 
Gal.3.27, As many of you «as have bren baptized into ( briff, 
have put on Chriſt, And zgain, Row.6.3. Know ye not, that [6 
any oy a: were baptized into Jeſus Chriſt, were baptizsd ins 
_ «th? Do not —— ſo many of w, 

a many of you, ai «ptized, imply that there were 
ſome in, and of thoſe Churches that were not 1.:d into 
Chriſt ? For the form of Speech, and manner of Phraie, here 
agen pred mmrg fecha re Fes er 

to be parc of them baptiz- 
part of them unbeprized. F AY 
To w 7 anſwer, That _ due conſiderntion had of the 
manner Ing, Scope of the Apoltle, and the Collation 
of 6ther Scriptures here with, it will appear, that oo ſuch thing 
cao beduly colleRted from the Scriptures mentioned, as is pre» 
tended in the ObzeRicn. 
1. That 


ſappoſe, that ſome ſervants only were under the y 
trade , nd that others were not; and aifo, that 
would only have ſome ſervants ; viz. ſuch as 

, to count their Maſters worthy of all honour, 

no ſuch injunRion apon other ſervancs, both which were 
abfurd to imagine, Bur the Apoſtles meaning, is, char all ſer- 
vants, for #s much as chey ure under the yoke, ſhould exhibir 
all reſpeRts of honour to their Maſter, becoming fuck a cela- 


tion. 
And therefore in as much as this manner of exyreſſion is u- 
a price pore —_— Apren þ : 
ro it is applyecd, w we 


know wheo it isuſed in the one fence, and when in the o-' 


cher, muſt be had from the Context and Scope of che Sentence 
where we find it. 

2. And therefore, I anſwer further, that the of the 
Apoſtle being conſulted in the places mentioned in the Objc= 
Qion, it will evidenly appexr, thit the infercnce made thence 
jn the ObjcRion, is altogether groundleſs and unreaſonable, 
For the Apaltle having ſaid, Gal.3.26, Te arr all the children 
of God by faith in, Chrift Jeſus, thoſe words in ver, 27, viz. 
For as many of you ar bave been baptized into { brift, have put 
on Chriſt, arc alledged by him, as the reaſon of whit he had 
ſaid before in that vey, 26, as hath been opened more ac large 
upon another occaſion, in the former | this Treatiſe, But 
now if their putting on of Ghriſt in Baptiſm, was « proof of 
their relation to God as children, (as the Apoltle you ſee makes 
it to be,) then thit which he gives in by way of reaſon and 


the perſons of whom rhe predicution is made, yet ir i not al- 
ſo aſed, nor does ir alwayes import fuch Teding, 1 Tim, 


proof, - 
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proof, that they were all the children of God by faith, would 
ery ſhort of this end, if only a part of the members of theſe 
Churches had been baptized, and not all, For though they who 
arc baptized into Chriſt, and have chereby pur on , are 
thereby evidenced to be the children of Ged z yet how would 
it have followed, that they had been all the children of God by 
faith upon that account, when only but a part of them had bzen 
bptized ? So that indeed, if you will underſtand this Scripture, 
as ſuppoſing ſome part only of theſe Churches to be baptized, 
and another part unbaptized, you force and faſten apon the A+ 
polile a Soleciſm in reaſon, a groſs abſurdity, and piece of ri- 
diculofity in bis way of reaſoning, as you will cafily perceive, 
if you do but put the matter of his words ſo underſtood, into a 
Syllogiſm which then muſt run thus. 

It ſomeof youonly have been baptized into Chriſt, and have 
thereby put on Chriſt, then you are all the children of God by 
faith io Chrift Jeſus. Bur ſome of you only have been bapti. 
zcd into Chrift, and have thereby pur on Chrilt, Zyge, you are 
all che children of God by faith in Chriſt Jeſus. To underſtand 
then the Apoftle in ſuch a diſtributive lence 3s that is for which 
the ObjeRion pleads, is to deale by the Apoltles argument and 
reaſon, as Hanes did by Davids Meflkngers, when he cut off 
their pr—_ _ —_—— omg it altogether in. 
adequate to his Scope , ers to underſtand 
his «4s mary of you, Cc, in a colleRive ſence for all the indivi. 
dual and particular members of thoſe Churches, is to render 
the Apoliles argumentation comprehenſive of its end, corre. 
ſpondent to its Scope, and as hitting the mark. For it their be» 
ing baptized into Chrilt, was a proof of their Sonſhip to God, 
(in the (ence formerly declared) then he might well conclude 
themell, (and not ſome of them only) to be the children of 
God by taich in Chriſt, in as much they had been all baptiz:d 
into Chrilt Jeſus, 

The Scope of that place likewiſe, Rew.6. 3. will not admicr 
of a dilt1zbutive ſence of thoſe words, Know you not, that ſo 
many of ww, az Were baptized into Chriſt jeſus, were baptized 
into bu dearb? For the Apoltles preſſing the great duty of 
Mortification upon this whole Church at Rowe, heis to mak 


his 


peiſay : The Apoſtle doth not {iy, that 
ere baptized into onebody, 5. c, into one 
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tion of fitneſs, I do with all my heart 

ized perſons (as I count unbapriz: 
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they are ſo fit (or it, that there wants 
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their ſubje@i00 to that part 
tobe berxized ia the News of the Lord lofss wks inde tho 
Impoſition of hands alſo with iy order to their 


receiving 
z greater preſence of the Spirit, whi to the Primitive 


practice, was wont to follow m; Aa: 8. 15,16, 17.0 19. 
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of, to be as fit for Church Communion, #s converted Jews 
—_—— br be the aylor, ——— —- —{ 
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19+ IF, 

2- When they are ſaid to be ſanRtified in Chriſt ] eſus, 
incluſively, or by way of implicacion aid tobe bipuzed ; as 


ing of Chriſt givi an for bis Cured, fic ho ide, = 

be might /« and cleanſe it, with the ws of Water (5.c, 

im ) 67 the Word : They Word and then, were 
Inſtrumencs of cheie Sanftification. And if you 
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———_ ered rl ne rw the | 
T argon oC 
rele briefing we 
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oregon exteftions (Hebr 6, t,2,3-) i the: Apoftle bad 


a 


[ 
1} 


Es 


bar 


T 


_w 
any kind of 
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other hand, whatever other quallificacioo there is men to- 
wards the di and filting of them for (burch- communion, 
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immediace mena of their regular uoion, and viſivle coojunRion 
with the Charch , that errour does necefiirily deprive them 
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